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r ſheets of this Myeatiſe, tbe Author bath 
not fe um am fan, but in the Marginal Qnotati- 
ons and be ttuifs thou wilt find none in the reſt, but 
what thine ingenuity will correct or pardon. In thoſe 
;p. 3. fox finatis r. firaris.Andt. Inarw 


1 8 6. forſwidesy, ſuigas. And for juſtus r. 
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To the CordialMonrners in England, eſpecially infxon, & 
Frealiton, I verton, Taunton, Barnſtable, Bithefa-d, Tor» Bi 
:  rington,Dartmouth,and Forey, for the dreadful Tokens 
of God's n ainſt the Land of their Nativity, 
and the ſad Cawſes thereof; The Author wiſheth 3 
Grace and Peace. * 
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Des Hearts, p 
Doubt not of your kind acceptance, and Chriſtian improve- 
ment of this honeſt Eſſay,to lay the Axe of God's Word 
Lerche Roo of the Provocations of God's Sons and Dangh- 
 '- *” pers, Are not you ſenſible of the weful (though but parti- 
+ * *&t) Hepurtwres of your God from your' own 'Soxls, and from rhe | 
h | Land of yoar Nativity ? Are not you lamenting after the «Ark? 1 Sam. 7. 2, 


i- Are not you afraid that God is breaking Frgland s ſtaff of Tach. 11. 10, ve | 
" Bands, by breaking its ſtaff of Beawty ? that even death will 14. # 
| "LT Hof, ' 
& | follow offending in Baal ? Nea, do not your hearts tremble attge BB 
very thoughts of what will farther enſue God's taking aw a/ 
4 "the Chariots and Hor ſemen of your 1/rael ? And would not you Ving. 2+ 16. 


ne the direct courſe to re-injoy the ſmiles of your deareſt Hu- 
0 band, and to prevent En 4 cutting down ? Yea, are not 7 
vou convinced that the Provecations f Col Sons and Dangh. Deut. 3a. 19. 
ters go neareſt to his he td and that there is no hope eveñ of 4 
their Salvation, ſo long as vain thoughts of eſcaping utter ruine, EMT 4 
without true repentance do lodg, wit hin them ? And are not yon * 129 
-therefore reſolyed, that ſeeing Ged hath {aid the Ae to the Mat. 3. 1 
wor of the Trees, you will now in good earneſt Jay the Axe to _——- 
the root of your own Sins ? that you will make it your main buſi... _ 
-neſs to promote in your own Soxlr, yea and in others too, not 1 
-only more hwmikation for, but more reformation of whit hach E 
been amiſs, as knowing,that humiliation without reformation, is 5% 
like the N of Gd in the Letter, which kills, and not guickens ; 5 
| it accents (in, and not leſſeneth it; it continuts judgment, and 2 
not removes it ꝰ For your help therefore herein, 1 have endea- 8 
voured to detect and cantion you againſt the miſcarriages oppoſe 2 
Faith in G; which. I dare (ay, are the Rent of all your other | dal 
Miſcarriages: By the {word of the Spirit, and that as welded by 2 Chi 22 
the sttilfuſ hands of ſeveral of England's Worthies, to whom yon 
tre refer d in che Margin; Thavefought neither with ſa nr — 
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riger oppoſite to Faith; with reference to its immadiate ob ict, 


. 12 — Chrift ; not only decauſe choſe are more gaken, notiq; of th 
by convinced Souls in theſe days, than theſe withreference to | us 
itt vti mare object, the Draythreng h Chriſt ; But becanſethoſe 1 w/ 


urs moſt excellently handied by the Reverend Author of che H 


"IE late choice Goſpr/Gla/r, Ch. 2,3, 4, J. 6, 75 8. which Thall G 
08 once more refer you, and ſhall: detain you ao longer from be 
= making uſe of this Axe, But whilt I am whiſpering a word ar ta 
" two in che ears of ſuch, as from:the Miſcarriages of ſame (aud G 
tuck --norall) profeſſors, in which they are not coarntwanced, but for | th 
1 - which they are condemned by Religion and Prafeſffmate (unreal ft þ« 
*g ſouable asto fel fon! upon Rol gias and Profeſſion* . It is t ſ 
oe hereby #ffexces do ccme, and wo be to him by Whom offences com | at 
iat. 18. 5, Whoſoever halt offend, i, e. lay # ſtumbling- block before on4gg. Þ - > 1) 
] May. 18. 7. Che Hel owes, it had bern better a milſftone ere ab bis © ſu 
Iret. 2. 7. iure, and be throws into the Sea; Wo be to ſych Profeſſors; that is 


141 „by cheir being perv, agen rhe e Rlaſpbeny. But w - i 2d 
N by cheir being herd, open the month of Blaſphemy. o be a 
a eee tho 2 — offence againſt Rei. gian and Profeſſion. 


Sully read zu- thereby. Wo wnto the World brranſt of offences. Such will he ne: 
= dicious Mr. : found-at:faſt to be Bleſphemers againſt God, and runners in the ” 
+4. Exrgcſi's broad way eo Arbe;fm and Domnation: Chriſi ua bow of fam 
I og ox bling, and a rock of offence, only to thoſo that periſlk ; 4 leb, , 
© cellent Com- Th believe;he & precious. I his is hinted that dont nN be: 5 15 
Pentary on By your Faith's he lper, 1.29 26% Lig Mt Arr: 2! 8 
r | Dec. 23. 1667. 952705 IS 
aſcrit for the . ons paſſage, fel. 3 Wold it not have þ faith Re) horyible Init, le ” the 

| 1 hen jy 299 the 22 ils, und 44 E ob bo tt _ nor 
” re e's a Phariſees fait, ' company off Impo#vr\ and Detetvers , thay! ore | fit) 


for. their 008 ends, 'thty are all cootrous,. and though! they, ftrrend. Raligen; get uh 
' Hypoeriteg x. and 2bdugh þ pbey condemn the goofs pur of the Worlds . in fare. 45 1 
| pms 7 041d wor ſuch a torigne Jhew that it war ſes on fire of Hell, that) 
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Of Vain Curioſity. 
Chap. I. The Miſcarriages oppoſite to the ſaving 


Knowledge of God: the apprehending 
AT of Faith. 


1. Ain Curioſity, Beware not only of prying into the af- 
fairs of your Neighbour, which no way concern 
you; but of enquiring into Gods Secrets. God hath | 
made known, enough for our Salvation; but ſome 4 

things he hath eoncealed trum us, and they do not belong unto f 

us. The ſecret things belong unto the Lord our Godz but thoſe things Deut. 29. 2 

bp which are revealed, belong unto us, and to our children fer ever. 

0 Have not you been guilty of not contenting your ſelves with 

Gods Revelations ? Have not you deſired and endeavoured to 
be wiſe above what is written? O the many curious and wnprofi- 1 Cor. 4. 6: 
table queſtions, that have been framed about the Decrees of 

GoJ, and the Works of Providence] We have not cryed with 
| the Apoſtle, How unſearchable are bis judgements, and his-wayes RY 

7 Na finding out Have not ſome of you been for new · lights ? t. 

ſhe Serpent beguiled Eve hereby: the firjt ſin came in by an Sn. 3. 5 

ati em co get forbidden knowledge. And what faith the Apoſtle? 5 

I fear, leſt by any means, as the Serpent beguiled Eve, through his * 

ſubtilty, ſo your Minds ſhould be corrupted 7 the funplicity, that Cot. 11+ 3. 

is in Chrift. Have not ſome had tie lame wild fancy, that the en Mil. 5 

* « Weigelians had, That there is a time to come(which they call, are "Qaes 2 

* Seculum Spirit u Sandi) in which God (hall by his Spirit re- tions, p. 131. 
ce veal much more knowledge and light, than was revealed by s 
* Chriſt and his Apoſtles in the Scriptures ? Are not moſt of us 
ſtill coo inquiſitive, When Chriſt will come in his glory, vben Baby- 
lon ſhall fall, when the Witneſſes propheſying in ſackcloth and aſhes 
ſhall be at an end? Chriſts own Ditcipies were not content with Cariton Jobs 
what Chriſt cold them ſhould be, but enquire, When it ſhould be? 28. 21. 
Chrift doth indeed give them many ſigus of the deſtruction of | 
Jeruſalem, and of the end of the World; but tells chem, Of Mar. 24, 2 3% 
that day and hour knows no man, no nat the \ngells of Heaven, no 3% "om 
ner the Son of Man (as Man ) but my Father on'y. This Cutio- Mur. 18. 3. 
+ fity was alſo reproved by Chriſt, immediately before his Aſcen- _ 
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Againſt vain 
Curioſit . 
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n ” 4k; 2 — — wy * 2 — 5 * 1 
fen, nb, B n K de times or ſeuſent, which the 
Father bath put inta his own Aud che le Paul tells 
5 the alonians, That ſuch knowledge was needleſs for them: 
But of the times and ſeaſons, Brethren , you have no need, that 1 
write unto you. Even good men have ſometimes a ſtronger detire 
to know the times, than to redeem the time. Hath not the knows 
1} ledge of many lain in canvaſing fooliſh and unlearned que tions, 
Tim. 2. 23. Which the Apoſtle bids Timothy to aveid, becauſe they tend to 
| ſtrife? O! take heed of this fin for the tuture. tt 1s 3 great 
Caril on job Vanity. Man is vain { faith one) when he would be wiſe beyond 
71. 12. bis line, or in things above him, not in things about him, or fit for 
| him. It is a lin that we are naturally prone too. Man naturally 
Theſe that deſires (as the ſame Author well oblerves) forbidden wiſdome, 
1 mo the and his deſire is ſeven times ſtronger after it, as it is forbidden, 
N — than as it is viſdome. This is a fin very provoking unto God: 
i ; may : b 1 1 
fear what To pry into, arcana imperij, the myſteries of their government 
Alam met is ſo unto Princes. No wonder that God hath been 4 conſuming 
ich; and fire to us, ſeeing we have been ſo bold and daring Phaetons. 
hol bias P'Y Vain Curioſity is a preſumptuoustranſgreſſion: take heed of 
= Of tine continuing guilty thereof any longer: fur the future be wiſe 
leres what #ntoſobriety. Though the ſecret of the Lord be with thoſe that fear 
hens met hi, yet they, that fear him, will not, dare not, meddle with, 
h. Bacon: nor (earch into his ſecrets. Take heed of breaking oy of 


aptentl4 ve- s Ark 


N. 1. 


ges 10. Gods Cabinet, entring into his Counſels, prying into 
c 12.3. once more: beware of ſuffering your imagination to wax wan- 
Ph. 25. 14. ton, and run riot, yea mad about crotchets, and ineer niceties 
on Job, any more : take heed of intruding ( as the Apoſtle (peaks figni- 
2 ficantly to this point) into things which you have not ſeen, yea, 
which cannot be ſeen , being vainly puft up by your fleſhly mind. 
There is ( faith the ſame judicious Expofitor eſh in the ws 
derſtanding, as well as in the wil! and affefiions of man; and in 
the fleſh, there is pride, and it is pride, that makes men ſo buſie 
and bold; ſo boldly buſie, as e un-ask'd, yea forbidden ) to 
Pa 131. 1. intrude into ſuch things. O] ſay now with David, Lord, mine 
* heart is not hanghty, nor mine eyes lofty, neither will I exerciſe my 
ſelf in great matters, or in things too high for me. Such are Hing 
not revealed: they are not only high things; but above the 
pm. 12. 16: Jawfalneſs of mans ſearch : they are — not incomprebenſi- 
Rom. 1. 33. ble but rather dv+£4p421]e, things not to be * into. Who is a- 
, Beto chen the Book? Who, but the Lyon of the Tribe of Judah? 
* 1 4 . f 4 : The 
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4 Of Ignorance: © a 3 
'* be beſt oſ Gods Saints are ſo unfit to expomnd the contents of 

the Book, wherein the myſteries of Providence lye coueht, and. 3 ; 
infolded, that they may not ſo much as antye the claſps. A bold raris , ph 
enquiry here, is not more irreverent, than full of danger. When ſcive cup, 
men walk on ſeep places, they are ſubject to fall: ſo here, by quam ſatis." * 
" medling wich high things, an errour, yea bereſie, is quickly in- V5: | 
curred. 

2. Ignorance. I do not ſay, take heed of Neſcience, of not J 
knowing thole things, which you are not bound to know, or A83inRt Ig⏑E⏑ 
have not means to know; in the former Section I have cauti- e · 
oned you againſt ſuch ſcience: But beware of Ignorance, of not 
knowing what you ht co know, and what you have means to 
know. Hach not this been your tin? Hath not Feſus Chriſt 
come in flaming fire againſt this in? O that it may be;your fin 
no more! What! ls it yer nothing to you, that your Souls 
ſhould remain as Lamherns without Candles in them? Is it 
yet nothing to you, to want ehe · ſgbt, to have blind Souls? to Eph, 4. 1. 
have the Goſpel ſtill hid from you, as fo many Jo Souls, blinded 2 Cor. 4. 3, 
by the god of this wor/d ? Have you no mind as yet to be freed Cant 
from Sat ans flavery ? Sat an doth indeed ſometimes tran — 5 
himſelf into an Angel of light ; but he alwayes loves to dwelſ in a cant. 
dark houſe, in an ignorant Soul: Though his Name be ad, Aae d 
and he hath much knowledge himſelf, yet he hates and binders Jaiuar. Ina. 
knowledge in man: He knows, he hathnone more faſt , than ye 8 A 
thoſe that 'ye in the dark Dungeon of Ignorance, bound in the face aun 
chains of darkneſs. ls it nothing to you, to continue {till fark!“ = 
narght, without any goodnels in your hearts? As the mind is, ** 
ſo is che man. Without knowledge, the heart is not good. For any Prov. 19.2+ © 
to (ay, Though I am ignorant, yet mine heart is good, is as if one | 
ſhould fay, Though I am blind, yet mine eyes are good. Thoſe "F 
that had the /eprofie in the head, were tobe judged unclean. Is * 
it nothing th yu, (till to remain ſeleſs unto others ? Is it no- 7 
thing to you, to be even in ſuch times as cheſe, wichour an in- 
tereſt in God, ſtrangers from the life of God. through ignorance, ſo Eph, 4. 18, 
as none of Gods offers of himſelt do yer prevail with you? 1s o 
it nothing to you, to continue prepared for ruine ? The people that | 
underſtand not, ſhall not only (fumble, bur fall, i. e. totally pe- 4 
rim. O ye ignorant Profeſſors I. the great day of Gods wrath is Y 
coming, «nd how will ye be able to tand? O that you would yet 6 
knew the things, that belong to your peace, before tbey be hid from Luc. 19. 4% 
your eyes! 3 3. Erro, 4 4 
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Hoſ. 4. 14. 
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4 Of Errour. 
4 inſt Er- . Errour, Take heed not only of not apprebending, but of 
: — ; wif apprebending God, and the things of God. Hath not this 
a been your lin ? Have not your apprehenfions concerning God 
been very erroneous ? Have not ſome Profeſſors thought, That 
. there is no God, nor Devil, nor Heaven, nor Hell, but what 
is within us; and that ſin and grace were equally of God, and 
agreeable to his will? O! Be not alwayes deceived concerning 
the Providence of God, his Worſhip, his Miniſiry, his Houſe, his 


wiles. the Gentiles heavy and dreadful Plague, to be givea up to à re- 
Rom. 1. 28. robate mind, a mind void of judgement, a mind diſallowed, re- 
Z * jetied, and abhorred of God; a mind that all haue cauſe tobe 
1x cor. 3 11, aſhamed of ? ls it nothing to you, to ſuffer loſs in Gods refining 
12, 13, 14, 15. fire? ls it nothing to yon, ſtill to entertain that whoriſh woman, 
4 that hath cat down many, wounded many, yea ſlain many, many 
ſtrong men, many great men, many learned men, yea many 
profeſſing men ? ls it nothing to you, to be ſtill in danger of 
Gods ſending upon you ſtrong deluſions, or (as the Greek hath 
it, iel j, ) the efficacy of errour , that you ſhould be- 
lieve a he, the lye of lyes, viz. Popery, that you may be damned? 
Ah Souls! Can you ſeriouſly conſider theſe hints, and choſe 
you have in the Goſpel-g/aſs, chap. 9. and not dread, and 
. tand upon your guard, againſt gvery Errour in Religion? 
E . True hatred is to the whole kind. It is ſad to frown on one Er- 
= rour, and to ſmile on another. Gideon had ſeventy ſons, and 
Judg: 8. 13. but one baſtard, and yet the baſtard deſiroyed all the refi. One 
turn may bring a man quite out of his wag. 4h Lord! ( laid 

% one) this mercy Ihbunbly beg, that thou would? rather take me, 
% and ds any thing with me, than to give me up to thoſe ſad Errours, 
to which thouſands baue married their Souls, and are in à way of 
periſhing eternally. O] Do not erre, my beloved Brethren. Take 
heed therefore of pride, of that proud Curioſity I have already 
cautioned you againſt, The meek, or humble (as the word 
1 fignifieth ) will be guide in judgement, the meek will be teach bis 
"28:9, Way. The ſame Author tells oſ a man, who, ſeeing in a Viſion 

5 many ſnares of the Devil, ſpread upon the earth, fate down 
muſing, and ſaid within himſelf, Who all peſs through theſe ? 
Whereunto he heard « voice anſwering , Humility ſhall paſs 
through them. To perfift wilfully in Error is Diabolical. It were 
beft, we never erred; next to that, that we amend our * 
6 


| 2 Thel. 2. 10, 
2 Iz I2, 


m 1. 16. 


aner 2 


© Brook's Satans Diſcipline in his houſe, Oe. 1s it nothing to you, to be under 


20e - eee min ww cy .o oe rr a ow a 


5 


5 


Rom. 2.8, 


of 7 Ynteachableneſs, 


Take heed of being contentions againſt the truth, and diſobedi- 
ent to the truth, when made known unto you: yea take heed 
of a voluntary ſlupgiſhneſs, and an affected lazineſs, as to 
ſearching out of Truth, which cannot but expoſe a man to Er- 
rowr 3 for Truth doth commonly keep ſo much State, as not to Tim 6. 10. 
reveal her (elf to any, but thoſe who ſtudiouſly ſeek her. Take "IE 
heed alſo of Covetouſneſs, In a word, be careful to ſubdue all 

your inordinate affe&ions; for they are of great force to ſway 

che Judgement. 

4. Unteachadleneſs. Take heed of unwillingneſs to get clear Againſt Un- 
and right apprehenſions of God. Hath not this been your fin? teachableneſs. * 
Have not you been not only ignorant and erroneous, but unwil- * 
ling to be inftruted? Have not you been not oniy deſtitute of, Aliud eſt ne- 
but oppoſite to, the ſaving knowledge of God ? Light hath beey e 
offered; but have not you ſhut your eyes againſt ic? And if? e. 
ſome light hath broke in upon you, you have not /ikedto retain Rom. 1. 19. 
God in your knowledge. Have you nor wilfully rejeded knowledge ? 
and hath not God therefore rejeded yon? Have not you cajt off Hof. 4.6. See 
the r of God, with contempt, and deſpite, as the word . on the 
fignifyech ? Have not you caſt off che means of knowledge? And 4e , 
hath not God therefore took away the means of knowledge? 

Have not you thought, that you muſt buhe your heads about 
ſome other matters; and that you may do well enough with- 
out this knowledge, if you do but know how to trade, and to 
mannage your worldly buſineſſes ? Have got you rejeded the 
knowledge of that Truth eſpecially, that ſhould have brought 
ou to the true worſhip of God, as thoſe Prieſts did the know- 
edge, that they muſt worſhip God at Jeruſalem, for fear of 
lofing their eftates Hath not God therefore, in an extraor- 
dinary manner, rejected you? So much is noted ( thinks = 
Tremellins ) by the redundancy of a letter in the word for 2 
Gods rejecting, not found elſewhere in all the Scripture. 
Have not you even ſtudied to be ignorant of God ? Have not you gywoyghs on 
therefore been for anteaching Prieſts, and humane inventions, in Hoſ. 4 r. 
the worfhip of God, which kept out of the Land of Iſrael the a 
knowledge of God ? No wonder that God hath « controverſie | 
with the Land, no wonder that God is contending with Egli. 
Profeſſors in a way of judgement; no wonder if there be 10 
peacein England, to him that goeth out, and cometh in, but great, — 
vexdtions upon all the Inhabitants, God * w with all _ ax. the 
3 . ty's 


4 


of reſting in 4 Form of Knowledge. 


fay: So it was wich Iſrael in che ike ce, Th oe wes withou'the 
trie God, i. e the true worthip o „ and wit 4 teach · 
| ing Priejt, and in thoſe times there was no peace, &c. No wonder 
3 that God bath made us to ſce, ſeeing we would not ſee : No won. 
I. 26. 11. der that God is departed from is, ſeeing we have laid, at leaſt in 
e 1% Our hearts, Depart, for we deſire not the knowledge of thy wayes, 
_ pr Your Ignofance hath much incenied God againſt you; but your 
Job 22, 21. Unteachableneſs much More, O! acquaint now thy ſelf with him, 
beſeech you row, now that the hand of God is out aguinſt 
your (elves, in ſome kind or other; now that the hand of God 
is mich heavier upon others; now dcquaint your ſelves with him; 
b r 
| geo4 will not come unto you. Let it not alwayes be ſaid, The 
Na. ba. 3. know not, neither will they underſtand, they walk on in derkneſs, 
oO! N 2 —_— add Projire, = you 2 _ 
only be Book=taught, but God-taught. You need not aſcen 
z into Heaven, to bring Chriſi down 2 above, nor to deſcend — 
Rom. 10. 6. the deep, tobring up Chriſt from the dead, that you may be ac- 
quainted with him; the Word is nigh you, which being read, 
heard, and prayed over, will give you that knowledge of God 
and Chrift, which i life eternal, 
Againſt reſi- 5. Reſting in a Form of Knowledge. The word ſignifieth the ſhew, 
iog ina Form the appearance, the Image of Knowledge. Hath not this been your 
of KnoW- fin Have not you affected the reputation of knowledg,morethan 
| "ag o. che reality of knowlegg? Hath not the Name been better efteem'd 
Wer paris, by you, than the Thing ? Have not you ſatisfied your (elves with 
Fuer, Heſyc. @ dark and confuſed knowledge > Hath not your light been dark- 
* ſwidas. neſs? The wiſdome from above is pure, and therefore clear and 
Jam. 3:17:  Jjjing. Have not you ſatisfied your ſelves with 4 ſapleſs know- 
ass: 14: (ecke, without the ſavou, that is in ſaving knowledge ? Know» 
Is is tea med {edge in Seripture doth connote affedion; and that, which cars 
#. by the ſchool- rieth not che heart and afſections with it, deſerveth not the 
mien, ſapida name of Knowledge; and therefore thoſe, that did not like 
; fereuta, or and love God, are ſaid, not to know God. Have not you ſatis- 
. 33 * fied your ſelves without an experimental knowledge of God, of 
* the exerciſe of his Power, Wiſdome, Goodneſs, Mercy, Oe, 
for your eternal welfare, in workingleſſectually upon yaur 
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Wer: 10:14: Knowledge, and allen according to Tynorance, is to be bruitiſ 
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heatts, by his Word and $picir? Have got you faticfed your 
ſelves with an wnattiv6knowledge ? I ha ve notions according to 
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Of not growing in Knowledge. 
in knowledge. Have not you ſer up your reſt, in ſuch a*know- 
ledge as is ſhort of making men live peaceably, humbly, obedi- 
ently,” and believingiy, as ſaving knowledge dota ? This kind 
of knowledge, is but a form of knowledge, without the truth, ſub- 
Hance, and reality of knowledge; as @ form of godlineſs, is the 


appearance ot g. dlineſs, without the power of god ineſs. The 2 Tim: 32 f. 


Verba notitie 


knowledge of God doch not contitt in a few barren not ions con- onmrant e-. 
cerning God, which do not render us better in our lives, or Aum & He. 


Mer unto God. He kne no fin, in Paul; is in Peter, He did un. 

no ſin. To de part from evil, is underſtanding. They have a good un- . ad: 
derfanding, that do bis Cominandements. Fofiah was ſtrict in per- 110. 
forming his known duty, And was not this, to know me, ſaith Jer: 22,16: 
the Lord ? Such as do not awake to righteouſneſs, (the Greek is 

awake righteoufly) i. e. that do not give their minds and en- 

deavours to righreouſneſs, they have. not the knowledge of God. * cor: 15: 347 
Have not you «atisfied your ſelves, without knowing God in and 
through Chrift ? Here let it be minded, that the Object of that I. Cin! 
Faith, that is required in the firft Commandement, in all its — 
acts, both direct and refetft, inward and outward, is God in _—__ 
Chriſt, or inteieft in God iu and through Chrift. The Deity, 

Father, Son, and Spirit, is the u/timate Object; but Jeſus 

Chriſt, God dwelling in fleſh, is the more immediate Object ate 2 oh 
thereof. Chriſt leadi us by the hand, and weare faid by Chriff , = 28 
to believe on God, that our Faith might be in God. But have you 


ever had a real and intuitive fight of Jeſus Chriſt in his glory, Shepbeardon © C 


not only from report, nor only from his works, nor only from the parable of 
the bare letter of the Word, but from the Spirit? Have you the 1 $ 
ever beheld ſuch a glory in Chriſts perſon, as hath cauſed you 2 4 8 
to eſteem him in all his glory, as your preſent, greateſ and on 
ly good ? Hath God ever given you the light of the knowledge of 2 cor: 4: 6: 
the glory of God in the face 4 Jeſus Chrift > Ifnot, you muſt re- 
pu of your Knowledge under the notion of Ipnorance; and be 
are, that for the future you be reſtleſs after a clear, diſlind, 
ſavory, experiment al, ative Knowledge of God in Chrit. | 
6. Not growing in Knowledge. ls not ſaving knowledge a grow- Againſt not 
ing thing? Were not the riſings and increafings of the waters of Stowing in 
the Santiuary a type thereof? But alas ! have nor the beſt ſer — 
up their reſt in low atrainments of ſaving knowledge? Have 4 ęé " 
not ſome conceited themſelves taught by God immediately, by 
the Spirit, and needed not any of Gods mediate tractings, by 
the 
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tnifiry of man, or by the Scriptures ? As for ſuch, what. 
ever knowledge they pretend to, tne truth is, they are Alto- 
gether without the ſaving knowledge 'of God. As be ( (faith 
one) who thinks bimſelf ſo good, that he cannot be better, was 
never ſo good i be ſnoulabe: So he that thinks beknows ſo much, 
1 he can learn no more, from the Scriptures and Minijiry, knows 
nothing as he ought. As for thoſe, that have the beginnings of 
life eternal, inthe knowledge of God, and Feſus Chrit, cer. 
tainly it hath been their great fault, that they have not mad# 
conſcience of growing in knowledge daily; both of getting 
the knowledge of more duties, and oſ more fins ; and more of 
the goodneſs of thoſe duties, and of the evil of thoſe ſins, which 
they knew already, as they ought How ſeldome have Sermons 
been attended for this very end ? How ſeldome have Miniſters 
been confulted with for this very end? Doth not your not grow- 
ing in grace evidence, that you have not grown in knowledge ? The 
Apoſtie puts both together; Grow in grace, and in the know» 
ledze of our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt; to hint to us, that 
in proportion to our ſpiritual growth in knowledge, is our 
growth in grace. Is not your negled of growing in knowledge, 
evident in your decayes in knowledge ; not ſeeing ſo much evil in 
fin, eſpecially ſuch and ſuch particular fins; nor ſo much good 
in duty, eſpecially ſuch and ſuch particular duties; nor ſo 
mueh bequty in truth, eſpecially ſuch and ſuch particular truths; 
nor ſo much deformity in errour, eſpecially ſuch and ſuch parti- 
cular errours,as formerly. No wonder that God deals with us, a8 
he bath threatned to deal with them, that know him not. No 
wonder if God ſeem to reſolve, that this generation of Engliſh: 
Profeſſors, ſha!l not enter into the promiſed Canaan; They 
were thoſe that had not known Gods wayes, to whom the Lord ſwore, 
that they ſhould not enter into his reſt. To prevent this, let us all 
be ſtir1'd up, to conform more and more to Feſus Chriſt, who 
grew in wiſdome, as well as in ſtature. Let us write after Paul's 
copy, Not as though I had already attained, or were already per- 
fect, but I follow after, if that I may apprebend, that for which 
alſo I am apprehended of Chriſt Jeſus : Brethren, I count ngt 
ſelf to have apprehended; but this one thing I do, forgetti thoſe 
things which are behind, andreaching forth to thoſe things p are 
before, Ipreſs toward the mark, &c. Would you have God 
take away all your talents? Take heed then of neglecting " 
increaſe 


- 
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of — | nowleage: 


aa jncreaſe them. Then know, 25 gigs on 1 Ti * 
wy qbe Lord. The path File Jt ar ihe An een 

h more and more, t ve per fel P 
ry — the leaſt ſavin r God: aid — _ hs. q 
a de make him thankful; but he that hath che 2 hath not e- 
wu. cc nough to make him idle. 
of } 7. Neglefling to make uſe of Knowledge. Hath not this been PS. 
nt your fin? Hath not che habit of knowledge layn dead in your e uſe of 
dE Souls? Hath it not been an uſeleſs and aft anprofiteble thing, krowledge. >. 
"g both as to your (elves, and others? O chav it 7 be . — fin bc 
Ire no more! Be not fatisfied with Having Lighes, oe bot . ; 
ch Let your Lights be burning, or ſhining. Make uſe ve your . — 8 3, 755 
e ledge,for the heating of your om for the ſtirring up r 
>. aſter God. love to _ = — Is hatred 1 5 42 
oh ſending God „e. As the Spouſe, He i, i Cart, 8. x 
* | is my Beloved. Let the knowledge of wiſdom 11 Solty, 1 


Honey, that is good, and the — comb, which is (weet unto by he Frov. 24. 1g 
tal. Make uſe of your knowledge for the guiding of your thonght s 


ur words and ations. Let — you in every ſtep take. a 
gs Ask of your knowledge continually, what faith che Role? what _ 
4 doth the Word of God require? Make uſe of your _— 
© | in bearing witneſs to truth, for which you cane into this Jani. oh? 
Nr When you come to appear ſor an = truth, let not your 
4 knowledge be to ſeek. Maky uſe of your knowledge for the ' pe 
* reſerving of your Souls from theoretical — ical ee. wy $ 
No Seeing yee know,&c. beware left yee 2 be led away with the | 
” ru of the wicked. Iſ you will make ule of your knowledge, you 2 Pet. 3. 16 
, have Gods promiſe for preſervation from ſnar —— es in judgment, Tov. a- 11, 
9 and deſilements in practice. The Devil ſhaſl not mar mn you 12, 
" by policy, nor overcome you by power. Make uſe of your know- 
ho |: ledge forthe good of others. One great end of knowledge is to 
72 communicate knowledge. And indeed (as one well obſer des) 

5 to know for our own and others good is the only good knowledge. To 

ieh rejeũ the diredlions of knowledge, as well as the meum bs 

ledge is to rejelt knowledge. And hath not God therefore reje- h. onlioſ. 4% 

ole Ted you ? Is not God reckoning with his wicked, — M mg 5 
ns | u ſervants, for letring their Talents lie ——. 
od not this a greater judgment than any out wa 

Y vre under? Is it not an evidence of a Souls — as 

of ſlumber, to have no more aſe of its — Wes 2 29.19, 
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ale hath ? Nor to uſe is all one as not to have knowledge. 
3 that bdth not, ie. that doth not make uſe of hat he hath,, 
all baue what he hath, or ſeems to have, taken ava from. 
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Chap. II. 1b. mi: carriages oppo ſite to Believing God 
The A ßenting AG of Faith. 


F cre- V Credulity. Hath not this been your fin 2 Have not 
Guliry. vou been fo ſimple as to believe every word, pretending 
Prov. 14. 15. t come from God ? Have not you been ready to bearken to falſe 

Teachers; Though God hath laid, Take beed what you hear: 


. 1. Beware of far — * — the mo the 
"22.46 Prophets, that pr unto you, they make you vain, they ſpeak a 
on 1 their own heart: . Take beed, beware of the 4 Wo” 
F Fhariſees, and f the leaven of Herod; yet hom fool hardy and 


venturous have. you been ? O the {ad conſequences of this fool» 
bardineſs / Eve loſt all by hearing ane Sermon from the mouth 
. of the Serpent. Julian the Emperor, ſipt in his Apoſtaſie by hear- 
. ing Libantys, the Sophiſter. Let others, yea your own harms, 
4 make you to beware. Ol come not any more neer the door of 
Pl; 2 fe Die. Knoweſi thou not that the dead are there, and that 
8 den their gueſts, are in the depth of Hell Say not, you muſt try all 
Pe. o. 18, things; Chriftians ought indeed to prove all things in the Ap - 
Theſ. 5. 21. files ſenſe ; the Doctrines, that Chriſts own Miniſters teach 
ad them; chey muſt bring to tho touch- ſtune of the Word; Bur he 
L >, © + ©» that willag venture co taſt of every box and glaſs in an Apot he- 
% caries.ſhop, png per meet with Den, than with nutriment, 
* Have not n ready to receive and rejed Dodirines, before you 
baus brought them to the touch · lone and ballance of the Sandi uary, 

to be tryed? Before you receive or reject a piece of gold, you 
will go to the touch · ane, to try whether it be good mettal,or no, 

| and to the ballunce to try whether ic be weight, or no; But have 
42 you not dealt otherwiſe with the Doctrines you have heard? 
Cri —.— Hach your ear tryed the words, that have ſounded therein? The 
"XZ : Original word for an ear (as an excellent Expofitor obſerves) 
being of the dua/ Number, fignifieth 4 pair of ballances, to note, 

that we ſbould not only hear, but weigh. But have not you received 


Nerves upon truſt f Have net ſome given an abſolute credence 
to che 


Church, to a Synod, to a Councel? Have not others to — 
wn | = 
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yet mon, that if we will be Chrifts — none oſ the 


World ul cordially love us; becauſe he hath faid, yes ſball be 


vy names fake? Which of us yet believes 


Sn: 
——U— nr; yr of God no 
— Men ſhall revile 


"x 


; but the — ther e is a ate 
„ a well a5 in words duch certainly denial in 
demial, and manifeſts that our afficming 
I what God ſaith in words is but meer bypocrifie : that we do but 
4 75,75 — Gad wit h au mouth, and lie unto him with our tengues. Are 
Lv. 40,41, dot WE. Rill-guiley: of negleſting to get our hearts more and 
enen mor inbtlieving chat God is, what God: is, and 
what ſaich 7 Is not this a lamentut ion, and ſhould it not 
— a lamentation ꝰ ſhould we not mainly repent of our un · 
belief, ſeeing it is not only the provocation, but the cauſe of all 
3,8; our Other provocations No wonder that God hath ſhamed 

| the throne of. ſeeing we have rob?d God oſ His glory 


dy our unh bat is Gods e but his re 
— World ? Uabelieſ takes away reputation 
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of Unſetledneſs in Religion. 13 
is makes him of no credit in the World, it males him a ur. By John 3. 
unbelief we attempt to make the faith of God, i. e. his ſfaithſul- Nn * 
nels, of none eſſedl. O! repent, repent that God, who is ns debtor | 
to you, who was never worſe then his word, hath ſo little credit 
with you, who proſeis to be his ſervants,his children, his ſponſes, 
No wonder that we are kept in the Wilderneſs, yea in a manner 
brought back into Egypt : We may thank our unbelief for ſhue- 
ting us out of Canaan. They could not enter in becauſe of unbe · heb 3. 19: 
lief. No vonder that Gods promiſes, the only ſolid grounds 
of comfort in times of tryal, do not, cannot, comſort us : sls“ py... 1325 
they have no credits with us, We faint, becauſe we believe not; _. 
O chat this ſin may be your fin no more ! Take heed, brethren, = 
left there be in any of you for the future an evil beart of anbelief in 4 
Apart img from the living God, and thereby n to Hebr: 3: 122 
depart 1 and further from you, until he left you to- 
taly aud 8 N f 

3 222 eſs in Religion. Hath not this been your fin, yea, Agdinft un- 
is it not ſtill your fin 2 Who believes without wavering, without /*{-an-ſs. 
any ſear leſt the contrary — — true ? Are not you trou- 
bled with a Fertige in your 1, a giddineſs in your umderſtand- 
ings ? Have not thought ſcepticiſme very tollerable ? Hath |. 12: 
not the Apoſtle ſaid, and faſt in the faith: Be eftubBſhed in the col 2 60.8 2 
fait h, as you haue been taugho, & e. Beware left 2 2 Theſ:2: 22 
philoſophy and vain deceit : be not ſoon ſhaken in mind > And yer 
have not many been for un 4 ice] and Pyrebonian demur —_ $\piri- 
and dubication concerning Scripture Revelacions ? Have not u berate 
more been actually carried about, as wheels, as chaff, as waves, us 
clouds, with wind of dodrine? Have not you tei round,” 

is wheels, with the times and places, where you lived? Have not 
you been g and down; now of this mind, chen of that, embra- 
cing and following thoſe opinions, and ways, which the times 
have ſmiled upon?Heve not you been whirl2 about by the times, 
% chef by the wind ? Have not you been wavering, 4s 4 wave of lam: 4: & -| 
the See, which is never ſtanding ſtill, if there be any wind ftir- 
ring? Have not ſome of you been carried quite round about 
the Card and Compaſs, as the Clouds of the Aire are from one 
quarter of the Heaven to another ? Have not you been thus 
carvied about with divers and frame Dofrines,. wich Doctrines Hebt: 13.9. 
dfering from the truth, and firange to the Seriptures of the Old 
and New Teftament? Are not you yet uneſtabliſhed, yes, are 
. 2 God + nog 
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of Vn ſerledueſi in Religion. 


not youcareleſs in ſeeking after eſtabliſhment ? Are not you lil 
even indifferent whether you pray to God to eſtabliſſi you, as 
David did, yea, or no? Whether you enjoy the Sacrament of the 

Lords Supper (that heart - eſtabliſping Ordinance) duly admini- 
fired, yea, or no? Whether you continue fellonſvip with eftab- 
lithed Chriſtians, yea, or no? Do not you ſtill ſtagger at the pro- 

. miſes of God, vi. that God will be a Sun and a Shield, and no good 

* thing will be with · bold from them that walk uprightly: that Baby- 

= lon is fallen, is fallen, i. e. (hall as certainly tall, and that utter- 

by 485 if ſhe were ſo fallen already: that there ſhall bea reſurre- 

1 fon of the dry bones, &c Do not you ſtil diſpute the promiſes in 

* your thoughts? Do not you ſtil doubt whether God will be as 

| ood as his word, and that becauſe of the difficulties that lie 

. in the way 7 All Haggerinę at the promiſes of God is from unbe- 

om: 4 20: Lief. He flaggered not at the promiſe of God through unbelief. Is not k 

— 2 5 Gce this allo a matter of Juſt and deep Lamentation to ſee ſo many 

28: Profeſſors, ſome of which were formerly looked upon as fober yo 

6 and ſtayed Chriftians, now reeling and ſtaggering (like drunken ol 

Men) to and fro, carried this way, and that way, as the wind 8 

blows? ſhould any of you, whilſt your (elves ftand ſafe upon the — 
ſhore, ſee others though firangers, much more if friends, toſſed * 
upon the waves, among rocks and quick ſends, ready to periſh 
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1 


_ every moment; might it not be preſumed, that it would aſſect, by 
| the flincieſ heart among you? and can you ſee the ſouls of your 7 


brethren and ſiſters thus toſſed to and fro without any trouble to 
- your own ſouls? But alas ! who ſtands faft and ſafe upon the | 


ſhoar.? Are not all your hearts unſeited ? And what ! will yee th 
not. pity your own unſtable ſouls? Is it nothing to you, to be | : F 


Sen: 49 4: under Rewbens reproach ? Unſiable as water, thou ſhalt not excel. F 
Jim: 14 8. A double.minded Man is unſtable in all his ways. Are not you in q 
danger of being utterly ryined in this hour of temptation, that 7 
col. 2. 8. is come upon all the World, to try them that dwell upon the Earth ? - 
Ne ſit, qui vos Are not. you in danger of being ſpayed, of being Made 2 prey? i 
— _ * -©!yourunbelieving ſtaggerings grieve the heart of your Lord. = 
mar: 3: " The Holy Ghoſt, ſpeaking of the unbetieving Jens, tells 1 
ſus was grieved for the hardneſs of their bearts : And ſhall t 

not grieve your hearts? It is a wonder that God kath ſpared thi 
1 * 
The with you ? How long ſhall I ſuffer you? O! fin no more in . 

this kind. O that henceforth yee he no more children toſſed to 75 
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and carried about with every wind of Dodtrine, by the ſleight _* 598 
26k and cunning craftineſs, whereby 155 He in A to N AT 
©! Be not carried about with divers and firange Dodrines for it is ere "6: 
a good thing, that the heart be eſtabliſhed with grace. Be reſtleſs, Hebr. 13. 9. 
till the Word come unto you in much aſſurance : Be reſtleſs, till 1 Theſ. 1. 3. 
ou have atiained unt o all the riches of tbe. full aſſurance of underx- oerl 
landing to the acknowledgement of the myſtery of God, &c. Seek cus 
hearr-cltzb! — rt m God, for y: ur ſe ves and others, as Go ; 
peter dotin, Now the God of all grace, &c. make you perfeti, ſta- IF 
bliſh, firengt hen you ; And David, Stabliſh — Cog a6 —_ a # * ""* 
8 — BOO _ Word, nor Sacrament, adminiftred 7 
aſter the right order. ! Forſake not the aſſemblin 7} 
ſelves together, as the Manner of ſome is. Trees — A ma. 
Wood ot Grove, where they have company, than in the Field, 4 
where they ſtand alone. 4 
4. Reſting in a Dead Faith. Rath not this been your fin > Againfireft® 
Have not you ſati>fied your ſelves with a Faith, thatis but the int iu a Dr 
carkaſs of ſaving believing ? The Apoſtle, in making mention Fah. a 
ofa dead faith, alludeth to a corps, or a dead plant, which have "gre 
only an outward ſimilitude and likeneſs to thoſe which are {i- * 
ping. Saving belief is an aſſent wrought in the Soul, by.the ſandify- 
ing Spirit, and bnilt upon a Divine Teſtimony. But is not our be- 
lief, the ** of natural reaſon, further enlightned-( at moſt} 
by the affiftance of the Spirit? Do not we remain unſandliſied, ," 
notwithſtanding our believing ? Whoſoever believes = eſus Qions, p. 91 
u the Chriſt, is born ef God. Ha ve we any further aſſurante of what —— TR. 
ye believe, than that which Reaſon ſuggeſts? Were ever the ', 
things believed „evident to any ſpiritual ſenſe within us? 
Faith is the evidence of things not ſeen. Is not our belief ground - Hebt: 112-1: + 
ed only upon an humane ceſtimony ? We eall that a Divine Te- 
fNimony, ( faith one of the Weftern Worthies ) which is given by White, ec: p- 
the Spirit of God, to that Spirit which is within a regenerate perſon, 95 96, Ke 4 
Far (ſaith he) wnto any te ſimony two things are required; Firſt, | 
The manifeſting and preſenting that which js. to be credited or be- * 
lieved, Secondly, An ability in him, to whom it is witneſſed, to . 
under fund it; otherwiſe the propefing any thing by diſcourſe to a 
beet, that wants reaſon to underitand ſpeech, or the relating of any. 
thing to a Man, that hath reaſon, in the Greek tongue, who: un- 
derfiands no language but Englilh , is no teſtimony, no more than it 
ute adeaf man, that caunot hear: Wherefore, to make a Divius 
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Of refling in 4 Dead Faith. 
there 
| able | that Revelation, Firſt, The Spirit 
God mul reveal and manifeſt unto a man that Truth, that is th 
| ar the light diſcovers any viſible objet: Next, There 
I muſt be in that man, @ light planted in bis heart, ( which the 
” :4 Jo: % Apoſilercallr, An underſtanding to know him, that is tiue ) & 
. the light or viſnal· faculty is planted in the eye, or elſe he cann«t 
comprebendtbat hight, that ſhines unto him. —— The evidence 
then, which « true believer hath of any truth of God, which he em. 
 braceth, is the manifeſting ef that truth unto the Spirit, not only by 
& form of words, to the naturs{underfianding , but beyond that, by 
«kind of demonſtration unto the ſpiritual mind; a the evidence 4 
any object to the eye, is by the ſhining of the light upon it, whic 
makes it to appear to be ſuch as it is. This kind of teſtifying; or evi · 
, © dencing things, in a ſpirm ual way, the Apoſtle calls, The wit- 
" heſling of Gods Spirit, with our Spirit, ent ioning exprefly two 
Spirits, whereof, if either be wanting, there can be no Divine te- 
ſtrmony, But is not our belief grounded upon the teſtimony of 
Reaſon, upon the conſonancy of Scripture-revelations to right 
Reaxſon ? And is not theteſtimony of reaſor an humans teſtimo- 
ny? Yea, Do not we believe upon an humane teftimony, when 
we believe anything writren in the Scriptures, for the refting- 
1 Scriptures, If that we believe the Scriptures them- 
, che genera nt of the Church, or pon the probe- 
; ar a onableneſs of the things therein delivered, or upon the 
3 obſervation of the truth of thoſe writings in moſt things , which all 
| make up but an humane teſtimony ? This che ſame learned and 
icious Divine proves thus, The aſſent unto one thing for 
te another, is built upon that, to which we firſt give our af 
ce ſent :- as aftone in a wall, though it lyes immediately upon 
ce that ſtone, thatis next under it, yet it is indeed ſupported 
& by the foundation, which bears up all the building. We 
ſay, we do believe; but is not our Aſſent without ſutable impreſe 
| fions upon'our bearts, and without a ſut able carriage in our lives ? 
luxe Di- Doth the reality of Gods being believed, make us look upon 
: ine Liſe, on our ſelves, and all things, as nothing without God, as noting in 
John 17:3: compariſon of God; and to let the beeing and reality of our loves 
| , defire, and endeavours, be let out upon the moſt rea? and tran- 
frendenc Beeing.? Doth the belief of Gods Unity, contract and 


mite our ſtra gling aſſections, and call them home from _ 
arious 
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= © of reſting in a Dead Faith. 

” * "farious Vanity? Doth the belief of Gods Immenſity and Incorr*  _ *_ 
'  -prebenſbility, fill our Souls wich admiraticn? *Doth the belief =." 

of Gods Eternity, draw our Souls from tranſitory to eternal 25 

things? Doth the belief of Gods Simplicity, make us in love 

with holy ſimplicity ? Doth the belie! of Gods Inviſibility, make 

| us moſtly effeem and value things inuiſble? Doth the belief ß 

ö Gods Immutability, beget in us unchangeable neſolutions for 

God? Doth the belief of Gods 4/mightineſs, fill us continual- 

ly wich holy fear, and promote truſting in him? Doth the belief 

| of Gods Wiſdome, make us delight in the wiſdome which is from 

| ove, and to chooſe God for our Teacher and Connſellour ? Doth 

| the belief of Gods Goodneſs, fill our Souls with a ſuperlative love 

unto God, and indiſirious defires to be conformed to his goodneſs 

in aur meaſure 2 Doth the belief of Gods Holineſs, caule us co 

have moſt high and honourable eſleems of holineſs in the erea- 

| ture, and to fall in le with it, and wholly conform our ſelves 

|  - roGods holineſs in Ghriſt ? Dobbs belief of Gods Trath #nd 

_ Faitbfulneſs, make us reſolve 'y, and an holy life, ſeein 

the — of God are ſerious, and the promiſe⸗ — — 
true? The true and ſound aſſent to any Divine Revelation, * 
18 an holy truth, includeth f correſpondency in the believer, +. 
to the thing believed: Suck an aſſent deſcends from the under= oy 
landing to the efſeHions, and ſo to the converſation, True Faith, f] 
and right Obedience, cannot be ſeparated for he that believes 4 
the truth of Gods promiſes, fill'd with ſuch things as he doth "a 
moſt wane, muſt needs defire the good contained in them; 1 
and ſeeing God hath declared the effect of his promiſes, attain» * 
able ogly in wayes of obedience, if he negle& chat means, it 17 8 
is manifeſt he doth not defirethe end. Certainly, if our aſſent Wy. 
doth not, cannot act, no more than a dead body can rife Ae 
and walk, it is but a dead faith. The Apoſtle doth not ſay (as 

ane well obſer ves) Faith is dead without works, but Faith with - Mann on 

ont works is dead. There is a difference between theſe predica- Jam: 2: 2 
tions, as there is between thoſe, A man without motion is de by. 

| and « man is dead without mot ion. W orks are not the canſe, that 

give life to Faith; but yet they ate the ed, that argue life in 

Faith. Faith is not alwayes alike {ively ; but yet it is alwayes 

living, and operation is the neceflary effect of Me. Q ! What 
canfe have we to repent of our dead Faith? And what! Shall ic 

alwayes remain dead ? Take heed, 1 beſrech you; nat otily of 
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he 12 85 eee {elves any longer with the 


and remaining deſtitute of the vertue of Faith, 
Hin your-luſts vnd corruptions, and: confurmimg 
lives to the Commandements of God. Tor 
the neg/ed of goodneſs, or wich lazy defires 
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4 es buy a vain 72 hat aſſent that coth not 

5 not ſuppreſs fear, when you come to dye. 
+ 8 your dead out of your. fight ? - 
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5 © Chas! m. The Miſcarriages, oppoſite to Conſenting 

49 to haue God to be your God, . the third. 
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ys Beware-of ſtill reſuſing to have the true 
n and a God over you; to 


% ata him to be your Portion and Sneraign. To be 
. good : 


to be over-all, and above all, to be an 
„ good. Torefule God, is to reſuſe to place our 
14 pk tu come under hit government. Hath not 
God hath offered himlelf to be your chief 

— but have not you refuſed ſuch of- 
2 chaſe them / There are mam de- 
7 —— obſerves:) Although we may be 
yet are not we eomprizedia ſomeone or 
them ? · Ac not ſome guilty of refuſing by way of pre- 
eckition ?- Are not others by way of malicious oppoſi- 
tian Me not others by way of ſcornfal derifion ? Are not others 
by way of gen (though not malicious) refijtence ? And if we 


N my. diſent, . Are not we yet un- 
peri- tuacceht of God u is own tearms 7 - Certainly 
there is no fedium cwixt Fai and Jefidelity: tui xt receiving 
oy, 1 of God. He that not with me ( ſaith 
againft me. He, that doth not accept of God, doth 

t Chapman, that will not take your Wares at 
55 he doth refuſe them. That Wortan, 
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unte all, to be an. al/-ſufficient and 


of any of cheſe refufings., yet ate not we guilty of 
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Mas Toa oa 1 


3 chat ſuch a man ſhould 2 


ey N 
bar Huaband, geen te marky wiah n, "Are nee you fill 1 
unperſwaded to have Sod bim f for your Portion , to place Lam. 3 0 


' ofthe ears of your Sduls? Not to give ear to, or not ts 


your ears ate deaſ unto the calls of God, if yet you are able 


him. Do not your hearts remain obdittate? Do the offers ß 8 5 
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many prayers, ſo much hearing, fo much time ſo many fig 


out God, Life not g beeing without God, all nothi hout 
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p F 
our happineſs in him, and abſolute Soverdign,' to com under Portio ch 
e Is not this evident in the remaining de of 9 z 
the Word of the Lord, istPFreje# it; and to re ject the Word 28 7 
of God, is to reject God himſelf. My people would not hearkęn : 
topey voice, and ſſtael would none of me. Were you evet yet ef- F. 31, 2200 
fefiually called? Did God ever yer ſpeak in_ſuch a voice, s 
could not but be heard, as could not be withſtood 7 If yer 
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to withſtand the voice of God, certaigly. you do ſtill refuſe 


God make any impreſſion on them ? Is atiy ſavout of to 
be found in them? Alas! Gods offers do not move or fticr 
them cordially todefirethe enjoymene of him, and ſubjection 
to him. Do not our w#/thleſs thoughts of Gad ſtill continue ? . + 

Do ner we ſtill chink,” chat God is not worth ſa much pains, fo 5 


122 
wn 
« M4 


and tears, &c, Alas! which of us accounts Gods offers the 
bargains ? That which a man counts tobe bis beſt bargain, be will H. 8 4% 
( ſaith the ſame Author) (Ct.) Make allthings * way to p. — 
that ( 2.) Make that to fill up bis deſire. (3. ? 

forth bis eboiceſt diligence and pains. (4 He will 
to gain it. (5.) He is peremptory, and unmove 
enjoyment oo: ( 6. ) The fruitian of. it freſenti unto him the 
ſweeteſt joy. Do we thus account cloſing with G beſt, hare of 
all? Where then are our preſent cares to get God himſelf? 
Where are our ſtrom fears leſt we miſs of God ? Where are our | 
full defires, and peremptory and fledfaft reſolut ions to be the Lords, 
as well as to have God to be ours? What will we part wich for 
God > Whencecomesin our ſweeteſt joy? To them that believe, 
i. e. receive Chrift, or rather God in Chriſt , He i freciow, 
Chriſt is precious, and God in and through Chriſt is precious. 
But where is the precious thought > Who ars rTefileſs without God) 
To whom are Goods not good without God, Peace not reft with» 


. 
be at ſome boſs 3 
carneſt fort 3 


-God ? Give ms children, er elle T dye, (aid Rachel. Du thou 
ſay, Lrd, ve me thy jel 9 0 he ap ey .be 
et confider, and Er Do not 
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your fin no more ! 
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gain 2 - yo his Minifters,. 2 

t any more refuſe th e ough you like not h 

The Meſſengers, Jet do nut any more diſlike the offers. What 2»: 

fla 1-ay, - perſwac you; or rather, hereby. God himſelf 

may | "fade peng, If you will continue til reſalute, that Hat 

5 God ſhall not be & God to, and ovaryou : verily, God will re- 2 
ſolde, that you ſhall not be a people, but be will make an utter * 
ende jou: yet in the midi of julgement, be remembers. ſo much f 

JET». Va mercy, as once more to offer himlelf unto you, not wit hſtand- 

ade ing all your former reſuſals of him; and if now you will but . 
ei with accept of him, all that is paſt (hall be forgiven you, and God E 1011 
many lovers; will receive you into his grace and favour, and never any more 6 - 
yeworn U9* upbraid you. with your often reſuſals at him: Rerent ye there- 1 
— val fore, andbe converted, that your ſins (your refulals of God in oth | 
all here- Chrift, of ſuch fins es (peaks in that place) may be fair 
ve his an- blotted ant: But jf you will not, how can you read without | 10 

er for erer. trembling, that Word of the Lord, If we ſin wilfully, after we on 
ts 3-19. bart received the knowledge ofthe truth, there remains no more ſa- Tr 
ens my” erifice for ſins, but a certain earful i for of judgement, and fal 
. flery indignation, which ſhall devour the 4 verfaries ? > 
- Again — Clofung with God bypocritically. Beware leſt your. willing. wt 
wg ag net tobe Cod for your God, ftill prove a conſent not ſuited | 0 5 
dcdccoche object ot Faith, in its abſolute neceſſary reſpe&. and 919 
N nature. It is efſentia] to God, as the object of mans Faith, 25 
ue Apo- cf ( faith a Worthy ) to be his ſupreme Lord and Rector; and Go 
og > 62,63. «© his ultimate end, and chiefeſt good : and ſo mult be appte- life 
-Þ ce hended and willed by all, that indeed take him, foe their | not 
4 40 G pd: As alſoro be perſect in Beeing, Wiſdome, Gaodnels, are, 
. & and Power, and of perfe& Veracity : yea, it is eſſential to you 
8 « the obje& of our Faith, as ſuch, to be conſidered compara- — 
= «jvely.: As that God be taken, not only as our Good, but = 
te qur chief good, to be preferr'd before every creature: that Jon 
£c he be taken, not only as our Lord, but as Soveraign Lord, 12 
ce to be obeyed heſore all other. — Where thele eſſentials fr 
4 cc re not in the apprehenſion of the object, there is not truly 155 
2 « Conſent, or Faith. Conſent hath relation tothe Of- 2 
4 cc fer ; and if it be not the offered thing, that is conſented to, 8 ng 
« hut ſomewhat elſe, under that name, then it is not indeed — 
40 for there is no Relate without its Correlate. — — yo | 
« The GixiFLay ſaith, Igrorantis non eft conſenſus; A God that W 
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A 


* 


p 6 is inſeriour to Creatures in Rule, or Goodneſs, and De: 
5 "& fireableneſs, is not God indeed? And therefore, che that 


of cloſing with God bypoeritically. vn. 


takes Godin this ſenſe for his God, takes but the Name of 
«God, an Idol of his on brain, and not God hümſelf. 
Bach not this been your fin ? Is it not ſtill your fin? Do not 
you ſeem toconſent, when you do not indeed and in truth con- 
ſent ? You pretend, you are heartily willing, that God ſhould 
be your God, and that you do conſent to have him. But? hs 
Firſt, Are not you jtill ignorant of the true God, bam you ſay 1,no,amty,. r 
conſent to take for your God? I gnorant Proſeſſours. can;vonly; * > 
ſeem to be Conſenters : And are not you ftill ignorant Pro- 
fefſours ? See Chap. 1. | 


_ 


21 
renounce and diſclaim them, or God will not be ours. Hearken the wilder- 


life ? Was not he guiley aſphemy, that ſaid, He would 
not part with his part in Parks, tora part in Paradiſe? And 
are not your hearts guilty ofthe ſame ? Do not you ſtill place: 
your happineſs, either in riches, or honours, or pleaſures? Do ; 
not ſome cry out, Let us enjoy our pleaſures, and we matter le wh th * 
God and Heaven; yea, we matter not wealth or honour ? Do not „nd baer 
others cry out, Let ws get riches, and we matter not grace and 
glory; yea, we matter not honour of pleaſure ? Do not your earneſt p.3ulu miki 
defires of having, carking cares, and anxious endeavours for the ſibilat, & ibi 
wearing , inordinate delight in the enjoyment, difiruſfiful fears of plauds, 
ſing , and repining ſorrows for parting with, this Worlds good 
things, ſpeak out plainly, that you ſtill place your happineſs in 
the creature ? Do not you ftillrefuſe to-renounce all other. Lords 2 Other Lords... © 
Are not ſome ſtill reſolved to be ruled by the Devil,” to be what 1 
he wauld have them be, and to d what he would have them 


292 do x 


. a = 4 


ef eldſong "with God Hypocritically. 


wnperſwedable. Are not ſome ſtilſ un- 

by any Arguments to reje& Satans injections and 
- cotinifels?? Are not others fill reſolved to be ruled by the world 
the things of the World, the men of the World? The World 
ſhall cut owe their work, and chooſe their 1mployments, yea their 
xx" very Religion, and ſet limits to it: Mens opinions, precepts, pra- 


= 'iſes ſhall be'their rule and flanderd. Are not others (till reſol- 
— 2 ved to be tuled by themſelves! to continue their own Lords, 
2 conſulting only with fleſh and blood, doing only what is good in 


r. 44+ 17,18. their own eyer, as that People, who cryed ont, We will certainly 
|. | gever thing goeth forth of our own mouth ; for then we had 
vidi ul, and were well, and ſaw no evil: but fince we left of, 
2 we bave wanted all things, and have been conſumed by the ſword. 
BU But what ſaĩch Chriſt > No man can ſerve two maſters ;, for either 
| "Mar. 5-24? ße will bate the one, and love the other : or nn be will bold to the one, 
2 | and the other: Tee cannot ſerve God and mammon. Verily 
you de ruled by the fleſh, or the World, or the Devil, an 
3 a Ae fill for having God to be with 
P . 1, * Thirdly, e not you or baving God to be yours, Without 
1 4 11 an beurty willingneſs tobe the Lords ? Verily you will finde it, 
e Ged, chat it is not enough te think or ſay, I am none of Satans, 1 am 
% not for the World, I will not be for the Fleſh : thou muſt come to 
3 ſay heartily, I ant Gods ; I am, ym regs will continue 
A Ha. 2.7. Gods, and none but Gods. We not only leave our former 
Eng "overs , bot we muſt return to our fir busband, What is this 
2 — Ge. ith ont) but the marriae matrb, and in the trueſt ſenſe, the 
. trus. lover K not? But ales ! can esch of us ſay, Iam thine, ſave 
A1. 4 me? T am not mine own, not the Worlds, not Satans; but thine, 
E. thine really, thine totally, thine ſolely,thine ever/aſtingly ; ſave me. 
©  Raberts of the Are not you ſtill unwilling that all you ore, all that you have, 
> Covenant. all chot you can do, und alt that you can endure, ond be the 
. 94,55. Lr Are not you fil unwilling that your minds ſhould be his 
0 to 4 ind believe him? Your conſciences his, to dccuſe,or 
exciſe you according to his pleafure ? your memories his to re- 
tain lim? your wil his to yield and ſubmit to him? your hearts 
and eſfection: his to be anpliyed about him and his concernments? 
your eyes his to behold his works? your ears his to bear his word? 
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do? Are none"of you Children of dſobedtence ? The original 1 


DES ons © 


All #5 his, to be caſemems und inlets to his goodneſs? 
— — his to be we2pons of righteonſneſs? your being 1. > 
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be only for him? Are not you ſtill unwilling that all your credit, 
Meaſures, riches, time, parts, gifts, — — Sc. 
Should be Homagers unto God ? Are not you ſtill anwilling 
that all you can do ſhould be either for publiſhixg, and maintaining 
his truth, or promoting his worſoip, or protecting his Church, or q 
advancing his Kingdoame, or fulfilling his will? Are not you ſtill 
unwilling to bear Chriſis rezroach, to undergo tryels of cruel 1175 
mockings, and ſcourgings, bonds, and e if need be 2 * 
to be ſloned. ſawn aſunder, tempted, ſlain with the ſword, to wander a 
about in fhetp- skins and goat-skins, in Deſerts and in Mountains, Fa 
and in Dens, and in Caves of the Earth being datit ute, afflicted;tor- 
mented for his ſake ? To reſiſt even unto blood, fighting againſt fin} Hebr: 12: 4 
Is not this ſtill che language of your hearts, Let ws break. bis 
bands 4 and cat awaybis cords from us ? Which of us doth Pal: 2: 3. 
yet yield hialel: unto the Lord? The genuine conſtitution of the 
| t phraſe is, Give yee the band unto Jehovah. Are not you > i. 4 
fill unwilling to firetch out your bands to Gad, to be take your fo —_ | 
ſelves to God in prayer ? Are not you ſtill, unwilling ta yield in: 1. 137 
chediential ſubjection to Gods government;,as they ſubmittedtbent» 1 Chro. 29. 14. 
ſelves (or gave the hand) unto Solomon the King? Are not you Ezcki'r7: 18: - + 
till unwilling to 2 2 — with. God to be his 7199-225 26 
(wbich-in Scripture is giving the hand, and ſtrił im hands) 
according: to the Directions in the late famous 15 ian 


Piet ys, 
Fqyrthly, Is not your willingneſs to have God forced, and not free? p cedly end * 
Properly indeed every conſent is — but yer that may por freeh: :, 
| becalled/an involunt ary conſent, when the will, might in uſe its _ 
own liberty with ſaſety, would not conſent, though at:preſent. 
| it doth, Such a conſent doth a Marriner give to caſt his goods 1 
over- board in a Storm. God we and wins hearts; he doth not Tate, &c: 
raui ſh them. Indeed at firft they are not only coy, but crooked; P 337+ * 
He comes to his'omwn (in this ſenſe, even his n intended, and e 
Lady and Spoyſe) but ſhe rereives him not, What gracious heart 
is there, but with bitterneſs remembers how often it refuſed 
God, before he brought it to a yea, and Amen? Gad onlꝝ of ! ; 
willing makes them willing in the day of bis power. But alas! are P 4. 1032 
not you ſtill forced to be willing to have him, rather then to be | 
damned ? Did you ever- look after Gbd, but in a ftrait? Hare 
not fin, and the World been your only delight in gaod days} and gz. ſeg weed 
Ge your deſire only in evil days? In your extremities Ged. {hall fenur: opens © - 
| 80 pag:30313048 
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5 not” your willingneſs to have God defective, and nt 
phe confnting is not only © free, but a full act of the 
| conſented indeed to have God for 
that God in Chriſt, that will not 
ve „ will never allow one women to 
buve twobunbamdt, eſpecially ii himſelf muſt be one of them: 
But alas ! though you may not place your happineſs allqet her 
in che creature; yet ate not your ſtill for placing ſome part of 
- your happineſs in ſome created good? Though you be not 21. 
together for being ruled only by Satan, or the World, or the 
4 Fe: yet are not you ſtill unwilling not to be ruled in the 
| Ob: Sedg: Ge: leut by any of thoſe Lords? Are not you ſtill unwilling to be- 
©4:-302, 303: come fhlly the Lords 7 Is there not ſome one thing in your 
* ſelves, in the World, chet you ſtick for? God can prevail with 

you fot all, but one thing, in chat he muſt yield unto you, 18 

there not ſome one thing in God that you ſtick at ? you like Gods 

mercy, and his love, and his graciouſneſs, and his happineſs : but 

is there not ſome one thing in God that you /ke not f Do not 

you miſlike either his holineſs, or his juſtice, or his anger, and 

wrdth againſt fin ? Are you ſure that you like his Rule, and Au- 

thority,his Spirit, his 417? Alas! in this, or in that, you cMnor 

[ like him, you cannot gome up to him: you are content eg part 
fl with this, and to leave that; to do this, and to ſuffer that; but you 
2 cannot yield up all unto God : you will part with ſome fins, 
yea with a!/ bit one: you will ſoriake ue b of the World, but 
not all. 1s not your conſent accompanied with ſome one excep- 
tion or other? you will have God, that with him you may en- 
joy ſuch a luſt, or fo that with him you may havgſuch a kind of 
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dit; or your liberty, or livel:hood, or your very life. If it be 
thus; verily you do bur pretend to conſent: your ſeeming con- 
ſem bs i real diſſent. This one difference between God and your 
ſouls, will keep the breach between you from being made up, 
g and condemn you for Reſuſers of him. No bargain, no match, 
7 8 can bo made where there y — Got fir the 6 
BET ! 'Sixthly,” Are not you on ing to have or the future an 
lere * 10 not forthe freſem ! Do not you delay to cloſe with God, — = 
333 "wm chiefe 
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: ſo that for him you may not hazard your name, and cre- 
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- -.chiefeſt good, end- ſupresmeſt Lord ? Do not you pauſe on 


of e loſug with" God Hypoeritically. = 25 © 


Gods offers, and put him off for the preſent? Hath net God 
your preſent denial, but the Fleft, the World, and the Devil, your 
preſent Embracements ? Tou take the preſent time to plegſe the 
Fleſh, to enjoy the World, to gratify the Devils but you do not 
take the peſen time to enjoy God, O Sinner 1 - what is it that 
thy Heart doth at preſent chooſe and cleave unto? Is it not 
ſomething finfu!, or worldly ? Do not ſome of jou ſee a more 
preſent good in your Luſis, than in God ? Do not others ſee 
2 more preſent good in the World, than in God? Are not ycu | 
fill guĩſty of rrifling delayes ? Do not you ſay to God as Fel?x to 245 | 


paul, Go thy way for this time, when I have a. convenient ſeaſon VR . 
1 wit call for thee ? A conſent for the fature is no gether than à Ads 
preſent diſſent. It is indeed a moſt conte mptible reſufing of 
God, when we do not judge his offers even of himlelf to be 

our chief good, and ſupreameft Lord, worthy of ie; 

of al acceptation, of all acceptation for the preſent. 

Seventhly, Ts not your wilingneſs to have God temporar and Temporarily 
weak,, and not habitual, and prevailing ? It is not (faith one) and weakly. 
what thou art in a fit, or in a fright, or in a ſudden paſſion —— 2 
in fickneſs, or under the apprehenſions of death, that will lineſs. pays + 
ive thee ny certain Light, by which thou maiſt judge of thy 276, 277, 

ate, but what thou art in the ſtanding and abiding diſpok.- : 
tion and bent of thy Soul. He, that bath indeed contented to 
have God for his God,abides willing, is never unwilling(when 
he is himſelf }to be rid of Sin, the World, and the Devil, and 
toplace his Happineſs in the enjoyment of God, and being un- 
der his government: To be ſure, his willingneſs abides greater 
than his unwillingneſs. But alas ! Are not you only willing 
to have God in Firs and Moods? Do not you remain habj- 
tually unwilling ? Is not your unwillingneſs greater than your 
willingneſs? Right willingneſs (faith the fame Author) will 
diſcover it ſelf to be prevailing by bringing forth both Re ſola- 
tion & Reſiſtance againſt Sin: Where a man is truly willing to be 
rid of Sin, he will not only be patient, and give God leave to 
Crucifie all his beloved Luſts, and darling Corruptions, and 
give the Word leave eg@hew and ſtrike home at the root of 
them, without nee. or warding off the blow, or 
an they may be ſpared to him; but ſtands ſtedfaſtiy 
-Gads ids, and taking part with him eg, reſolxes to 


3. 


all 
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ef Renoeneing God. = 
all his means ſor the co ing and overcoming of them: Add 
this reſolution will! th reſiſtance, a reftraining,curbing, 
and wi ing of Sin in all its Workings. But were you ever 
thus reſolved againſt che Fleſh, the World, and the Devil, and 
h for God? Do you yet thus reſiſt all Temptation to the contrary } 
"1  Renouncing, 3. Renouncing of God. Hath not this been your Sin? Even 
” God. fince you have conſented that God ſhould be your God, have 
not you caſt him off? Have you not returned with the Dog to 
the Vomit, and with the Sow to wallow again in the Mire ? Have 
not you returned to your Former Lovers, and to be again in ſub- 
. 8 jection to thoſe other Lords, that ha ve had abſolute dominion 
Aurea _ over you? If you have not rejected God diredly and intentio- 
+ miſery vo 1 naly, yet have not you rejected him conſequently.and implicitly ? 
| — = 4 Thus Saul, in ſparing Agag, and the fat Beafts of the Amalekites 
. againſt Gods expreſs commandment,is ſaid to have Rejetted Gods 
+21 . there fore god himſelf. Becauſe thou haſt rejecled the Word 
the Lord he hath alſorejefied.thee from being Ring. Have not yau 
with deliberation, for the gaining of ſomeyrhat that pleaſed 
you, done that which is indeed caſting off of God? Which of 
ö you can ſay, Our heart is not tur ned back, neither have our ſteps 
1 Wire ' declined from thy way, though i hou hat ſore broken us in the place 
_—_— of Dragons, and covered us with the ſpadow of Death? Ob! if we have 
4 forgotten the Name of the Lord, or ſtretebt ont our bands to @ (ir enge 
Grd, ſhell not God ſearch out t his / Have not you lifted up your 
beel again God, after you have lifted up your band unto God 
Hath not God threatned to renounce you, becauſe you have re- 
2 Tim. 2. 12. ngunced bim? to dem you, becauſe you have denied him ? O] be 
” Rev. 2.5, - at length perſwaded to remember from whence you are falen, and 
Adds 11, 23, ent, and do pour firi-works ; and for the future, with purpoſe of 
heart to cleave unto the Lord: i e. (as one well obſerves) as you 
*  Antiphar- have made a good choice, ſo ſtill to ſlick to your choice, Never 
macumsaluber- more refuſe God, as the Stomach is ſaid to refuſe ſuch meat, ac, 
mum. p. 6. becauſe of its contrariety to its appetite, it vomits up again. 
| Nou that you may uot only heartily xraurn ſor, but carefully 
take heed of, even virtual, as well as formal refuſals of Gods 
offers of himſelf unto you to be your God, conlider ſerioufly 
what provacations all kinds of refuſals of God are unto his Ma- 
jeſty 2 Muſt ic not neceſſacily incenſe Nn, chat you ſhould (as it 
were) tell him you will have none of his Morey, none of his 
Love, none of Himſelf ; you had rather enjoy the World, yea, 
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of Tempiing God. | Mi 
our 74/5, which diſpononr and grieve him ſo mueh? Hath not 24 
God ſaid, Wherefore ( (peaking of chis 1 my flary hat h Jer. 44.4, . 
been poured forth, and kingled-in the Cities Jadah,. | inthe | 
Streets of Jeruſalem, and they are waſted and « ſalate, 45: at this 
Ves, may you not ſear, that God will let you fall in 
this hour of temptat ion; yea, give you up unto your own hearts 
luſts, to commit all manner of wickedneſs ? Jjrae! would haue F 7 
nene of me: ſo Igave them up unto their ownhearts lu, and they. ph 81.115712.“ 
walked in their own counſels. tar 


Chap. IV. The Miſcarriages oppoſite to Truſting in 
God, the relying AG of Faith: 


1 Empting of God. Temptim is the lame with trying; to - av. 

FT _ God, is to make tryal of ſome Divine Pede — 
on unlawfully. There is indeed a /awful making an experiment God. | 
of God; Try me now intbis, ſaith the Le dof) ofts. This tempt- 4meſi) medull, 
ing or trying, is an Act of Faith, leadingus to obey and pra- — E 
ctiſe thoſe things, which God hath commanded, wy xpefta- 3˙ 40. 
tion of that fruit and bleſſing, that God hath promi q But 
there is an un/avful making experiments of God. And hath 
not this been, yea is not this ſtill your fin? Is not your proving 
God, an evidence of your — God / Tour Fathers tempted Pla $3: 9. 
me, andproved me. Do not you ſtill make unlawful experiments 
of Gods power, whether he can du ſuch and ſuch things? They 
—— God in their heart they ſaid, can God furniſh table Pla. 78. 18, 16 
in the wilderneſs / Vo not you ſtill ciccumicribe Gods power, 
and (et bounds to it at your pleaſure; ſo that if God do not 
this or that, which you have a mind to, he (hall not be ac- ; 
counted Omnipotent They — tempted. God, and limited the Pla. 58. 41. 
Holy One of Iſrael, Do not you ſtill do ſuch and ſuch, things, in % % 
the moſt ſecret manner poſſible, to try whether God ſeeth © +47 
what is done in ſecret, or no ? Theytempted the Lard, ſaying, Exod. 157.7. 
I the Lord amongus, or not Do not you ſtill reſuſe to make J 
uſe ofthe ordinary, means God hath appointed, trying whe» 
ber be will provide for you RT rdf vary, This Chriſt calls 
Tempting the Lord, Do nat you ſtill, murmur and repine [agoinſt Mar. 4 7 
God, and his laſtruments,. erying-wherher he will be angry? 1 
Tempting Chrijt, and murmuring, ate made Synonime's.. IF you 1 cor. 10.9, te. 
do not ttyl tempt Tod diredly ang IH, yet S * 
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Of Tempitag Cod: 
wid hvp/tetraly2 Do not you till do 
6f 7 #ad tends to try, 
Power). ot his Omviſeionce an Omni. yreſente; or 
n what metcal he is 
de This nbrien of tempting god, may be- farther cleared 
. by confidering, what it is ro tempt mon: To tempt man, 5s to 
Ae, and ſum way do ena, to inline hin to break that 
"x - N bt Fo rule bim: fa He menner, To tempt God, is 
; to defire, —_— * to N —— him — cal, that 
Lew, which be | opoſed to himſelf to follow, in the ruling 0 
the 2 W Marte ee aye into ewo Saas 
ſome of indatement, and ſome of fyyal 5 bim the former ſore may 
e de e fron? pol the will of — is tryed in 
Thus O&d is tempted two wayes eſpecially, either by 
| eee promiſed, or by ex- 
Ang that be ſhonld not do what be bath threatned. Aud do not 
you ttras ffi} 9 Do not ybu ſtill expoſe your tel ves 
Fittioſit any urgent 
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| encmneceſſicy, expecting protection 

J de Be not vomſtill do hat Chrift was tempt ed to 
u Dog ddt you ſtill reſuſe to uſe the ordinary means 
et by God for your fafery, and yet expect that Gal 
ork miracles for q our preſetvat ion? It is true, 
eh away means of fafety from lis, then to expect 
We Heaven, is not totempt God; but ty 

in Sök; tor 099 hath ptomiſed to come in aca dead) 
44 od afford io EG of Faſety , he will provide 
1 for gut ſaſety withont meant If it be good for us to be ſaſe. 
9.22, 14. And Abratiath called tbe name the plate, Jehovah: hren, . it 
; i ſaidtothis Jay, in the Momit of the Lord it ſhall be ſeen: The 

fr þ of Text (Aft one J is this, Mans etremity i, 
; „When Chriſt; ani his company, were in the 
4 d- , Where ng mest was th be had, he chem miracu- 
eſs, paz. 3. leu; but in the de fent his Diſciples to buy meat. We 
phe ET my. Mater out of the Rock, where there is nathing but 
. 20.11. Wr may hope to nd Water, -we 
E. When 6 NL I alittle Village ; not able 

efer We the 0% lie had ad horſemen 
'” ef freto detend bim; bat when he was in Samurla, 2 ſtrong 
E: walled Ciry, 'thongh the K ing of Iſ-ae! ſent to fetch his head, 
id only ro thole that were wich him, Shut the door» Do not 


ſome 


of Tempting Gad. 
ſome fill expe&, that God ſhould provide for their Bodies, 
thonzh they negle& the means that God huth appointed for! 
their nouriſhment, clothing, recovery from ficknes, r? DS 
wt ſame look to eat, though they di nat labour? But do not more 
& chat God ſhould provide tor their Souls, though they 
negle& the means of grace and faivation ? Do not you ſtill 
think, that your Souls ſhall do well enough, though you take 
no painy about them? Do not you lay all upon God, and ne- 
ver trouble your ſelves about them? Do not you ſtill cry out, 
Let us dye the death of the righteow ? Bur are not you careleſs of 
living the life of the righteous ? Do not you ſtill expect help 
from God in finful wayes ? Do not you flill expe to meet 
with God in wayes of worſhip of your own deviting? Now 


therefore, why tempt ye God, to put a yoak upon tbe neck of the As 15. 10. 


Diſciples, which neither our Fathers, nor we, were able to bear ? 
In a word, (as to this Head) Donor you ſtill do what tends 
to incline God to make good his promiſes, though you do not 
perform their conditions ? Do not yowalſo ſtill expect, that 
God fhould not execute his threats upon you, though there be 
that in you, againſt which, where ere it is, the threatniags 
are denounced ? Do not you ſtill expect to eſcape puniſhmenes, 
notwichftanding your very fins ere threarned by God in his 
Word ? Do not you ſtill run into temptation? And are not 
you careleſs to avoid occafions of fin, and yet remaia fearleſs 


offalling into fin, chough God hath threatned, 0 give up ſuch Exek. 14. 3» 
totheir own bearts lifts ? O that this may be your fin no more ! 4, 5. 
O!-tempt not Chrift any more, you have tempred bim. The 1 Cor. 10. 9, 


natur alueſs of this fin ſhould make you rake heed, This is an 
humour, that we are all given unto by nature, to be marvel 
lous defirousto try conclufions, that are rare and unknown; 
tocontemn things common, and to be fond afrer ſtrange no- 
velties. It was told the Iſraelites, as plain as could be, that they 
ſhould not reſerve of the Mannab till morning; and they needed 
not to have reſerved it, they had freſh every day; and yet for- 
ſooth, they would needs keep it, if it were but for an experi- 


ment lake, totry whether it would flink yo no And though they, . 18. a0. 


were forbidden to gather any on the Sabbath day, and on the 
Eeven before had enough for two dayes, and it was told them. 
they ſhould find none on the Sabbath day; yer they muſt needs 
Ty. | This fin ſhould not only be the more lamented, but the 
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of not truſting in God. 
more taken heed of, becauſe it is ſuch a. provocation unto God, 
It comes from much wickedneſs, Such an one, that will un- 


dertake a new way coknow the will of God, is not ſatisfied 


with Gods diſcovery of his will in his Word: yea this fin pro- 

ceedech from pride and arrogancy, ſuch a ſoul reſuſeth we 
Je& its will to the will of God, and doth ſeek to make Gods will 
ſubject to its luſts. This fin lays you open to all manner of 
temptations, to any v ickedneſs whatſoever ; neither are we o- 
vercome by any temptation of the Devil, unleſs we do in a fore 
tempt God. The Lord Feſus ſighed for the Phariſees tempting of 
God, and why ? Becauſe God ſware in bis wrath, that their Fa- 
thers who tempted him, ſhould not enter into his reft. It is verily 
height of madneſs co tempt God, To tempt God is co put 
God to it, and do yee provoke the Lord to anger, are yee fironger 
than be ? If you will needs tempt, it were belt for you to tempt 
your matches. There is no dealing with Fire: it is very Qlan- 
gerous to make experiments thereof: it will burn all, that tou- 
cheth ir, and God js Fire, yea owr God is a conſuning Fire. 

2 Not truting in God. The Hebrews exprels this act of faith 
by o word, that fignifieth to lean on, or to caſt the weight of 
ones body, ſor ſupport or ſtay, And it ſpall come to paſs in that 
day, that the remnant of \(rael,and ſuch as are * of the bouſe 
of Jacob, ſhell no more fiay upon him, that ſmote them; but ſhall flay 
upon the Lord, the holy one of Iſrael in truth. But which of our 
fouls do yet wholly rely upon God for the making good of his 


promiſes, either for the betowing, or-continuing, of what is good, 


or for the preventing, or removing, of what is evil ? Is not our 
not truſtim in God ſtill evidenced in our ignorance of God ? can 
God be more ttuſted than he is known ? They that know th 

name, and they only, will put their truſt in thee, Is it not allo 
evidenced in our want of intereſt in God, by t eaſon of our not 
«ſſenting, and cobſenting to him? Who li this that cometh up from 
the Wilderneſs, leaning upon her beloved ? who can tuppote God 
to be thy leaning-flock, if he he not thy beloved / May not God 
ſay with a bitter ſcorn, who art thou, that leane i upon anatbers 
beloved? How dareſt thou lay thine head in bis boſome, unto whom 
thou never yet gavelt the heart in thy boſome ? Lis intereſt, and 
only intereſt in Chriſt, (in God in and thraugh Chriſt ) chat 
gives arighe to this ad of /eaning upon him. If you ſtil] refuſe 
to enter into Covenant with God, be i; ſo far from calling you 
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me ball. that be will even knock of your fingers from bolding 


to have him to be thy God, lean and welcome, and the more 


meet with dangers as terrible as death, though thoſe dangers be- 
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Of mot truſting-in-004. en 


his Covenant, with what haſt thou to do, to Oy Covenant into 


thy mout h / I! God be thine, if thou believeſt him, and conſents Plal.$0.10, - 


thou leaneft, the dearer (halt thou be unto him,Chrift loved that 

Diſciple beſ that leaned upon his boſome moſt. If thou canſt fay with 7,1, 21.20. 
Ghrilt, my God thou mayſt add, he ſhall be my firength : I thou ia. 49. 3. 
canſt ſay with David, the Lord is my God, thou miyſt add, my Pfal. 18 2. 
ſtrength, in whom Twill trut. But if God be not thy beloved, thy 
leaning will be counted wantonneſs impudence, and preſumption. 
1; not our not truſting in God alſo evidenced in our not keeping 
his way, the way of his Commandments, and the Say of his 
Providence,but tempting of him ? But of theſe evidences already 
in the former Chapters, and the firſt ſedion of this. Once more, 
what elſe do your carking cares and carnal fears argue, but your 
diſtruſt of God? Truſting in God will not indeed ſuffer you 
to be ſlothſully careleſs what becomes of you and yours, he that 
doth not endeavour by honeſt, prudent, diligent care to provide 
far his own is worſe than an Infidel : But yet truſting in God 1 Tim. 3. 8. 
would not ſuffer you to be carkingly carefull for any thing. Be 

careful for nothing: it would free you from. all thoſe cares that Phil, 4. 6. 
diſtrad the head, and divide the heart from other, and better 

things : yes ic would free you from all carnal fears of evil;thotgh ob. Sedg on 
you walk in the valley of the ſhadow of death, that is, though you Pal. 23. 3. 


Pal. 37. 345 


ſet you as the Mountains do'the Valleys,though you be as neer to 
death as the ſhadow is unto the body, though there be but @ flep 3 
between you and death. But 8las-! do not your carking cares and Ffal. 1 12. 7,9 
carnal fearsgirher divert you from duty, as if it were 4 vain "PP f 
thing to ſerve and wait upon the Lord, or elſe Arad you in du... 
ties, in reading, hearing, praying, meditating,Oc, O that this 

may be your ſin no more! Verily if God ſhall never be truſted 

in by you, you ſhall certainly, and for ought you know fudden- 

ly, be conſumed by him, What faid the Bramble when choſen 

King? Come, and put your truſt in my ſhadow, and if not, let fire 

come out of the Bramble, and devour the Cedars of Lebanon. No Judg. 9. 13. 
wonder that Fire is proceeded from God to devour the talleſt 

Cedars for their not truſting in him. You ſhould take the more 

heed of this (in, becauſe of your proneneſs to it, and becauſe 

of its being the life and vigour of every fin: all fin is depart- K 
ing 
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Pfl. 62.8. fall? Po not you think that you cannot live, if you ſhould leave 
A I . E. at c. your Hing, d ſem Bling, e heating, flattering, ſinfull compliances with 
P- 433, 439. ſuch, and ſuch ? Do not you ſtill lean to your own underſtandings # 
Fro. 3. 8. If you do, you cannot truſt in the Lord with all your hearts : your 
own wiſdome,your own politick contrivances for your faſety, vill 
2 ea 10. pervert you: your wiſdome will appear fooliſhneſs with God, yea 
4 Rem d : 5. emmity againft God. Do not you ſtill rruft in your own bearts,in your 
own purpoſes, and reſolutions; agamit your fins, and for God, 
and in your promiſes of what you will do hereafter? He that tru- 
| . 28. 26. fleth in his ohn heart is a fool; but he, that wall eth wiſely, ſhall le 
er. 17. 9. elivered Alas ! the brart of man is deceitfull above all things. 
Do not you flill truſt in your own Tighteonſnzſs ? There is no more 
- ſufery therein to ſecure you from the wrath of God in his 
FA Judgments ia this World, than there is to ſecure you from the 
1 wrath of God in Hell. This Paul knew, and therefore he jo 
Phi 3. 8,9. fered the loſs of all things, and jtil counted them dung, that he mig 
J be found in Chrift (as his only City of refuge g not baving his own 
| riehteouſne[s. Do not you fil truſt in the ſrength,vigour,and health - 
- "Engl. Ame. of your bodies ? May it not ſtill be laid to thy chagge;that thon 
en If. 57. 10. doſt finde the life of thy band, i.e. Thou ftill imagineft, that ſo 
4 long as thou art ſo ſtrong and healthy, thou ſhale not want ſuſ- 
ficient means to ſupport thee ? Do not you ſtil truſt in your Cities, 
= Caftles, firong holds F and yet doth not God tell you, all thy 
= Nahum 3: 32: fron bald hall be like Fig trees, with the firſt pe Figs : if they 
| be ſhaken, they pellet to the month of the eater ? Do not you 
fill truſt in your wealth 7 It is ſo hard to þave riches, and not 
. truſt in them, that what one Evangelift calls baving of riches, 
4 another edll; truſting in them. The rich Mans wealth 1s bis firong 
-prov:18; 11: I and 4s dn bigh wall in his conceit, i. e. He conceiveth him- 
| Gif a | 
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$ afe in the midſt of his wealth, as if he were in a Tower 
as 
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Of Crea He-Confie earce. . "x — 
as high as Heaven, he thinks himſelfpaſt che reach of danger; 2 
but he is deceived: Riches auail not in the day of wrath. It is 5%. 154 2 
true, at ſometimes and in ſome caſes money is a defence or ſha- Eeci 3. 1. 
dow ; but in the day of Gods'wrath, money is but « ſpadum and 7eph, . 18. * 
no defence. Truſt not therefore any more it uncertain riches, Be 1 Tim. 6. 17, 
not once mo1e guilty of this kind of 149/atry. Do not ſonte fill Col. 3. $f 
truſt in their worldly greatneſs? O | woe to him, that coveteth an b. 2. ol 
evil covetouſneſs to bis houſe, that he ma jet bis Neſt on high, tba * 
he may be delivered from the po er of evil. Do not others ill truſt 
in their humane Allies and Affiftances ? That they have {ach 
Friends and Contederates, io many ſtout and valiant Men, 
ready to form Armies, to ſtand by them ? If che ſhadom of ſuch 
be your tru, the end of that truſt will be your confuſion. An 
Horſe is a vain thing for ſafety. And the ſtouteſt Souldiers are 1. 30. 2, 3. 
but like an Army of Women without God. Do not ot bers truſ in pſal 33; 17 
Church priviledges, ery ing ont the Temple of the Led, the Tem- Nahum 3. 18. 
ple of the Lord, the Temple of the Lord are we ? Such truft but 
in lying words. No wonder that you have God for your ſoe, Jer. 7. 4. 
and chat you are under his cutſe. What faith the Prophet ? 
yea what ſzith the Lord by the Prophet? Curſed be the Man, | 
that trufteth in Man, and maketh fleſh bis Arme. No wonder Jer 29; ar 
that God is writing ſentences of death upon all the means of“ ) 1 
your ſalvation : God doth fomerimes ſeverely chaftiſe his own 2 
Children, even to prevent their truſling in themſelves. O ! how 2 Cor. 1+ 99 
carefully ſhould you take heed of this ſin, ſeeing it is ſuch a pro- f 
vocation unto God, it — an #ndeifying of God, end a dei 
of ſome Creature: ſeeing allo it is a tin that may be often com- 
mitted in a day, yea in an hour: and ſeeing it is a fin that you 
are very prone unto? It is very much in the nature of Man 
fallen (as one well obſerve-) to affect an abſoluteneſs,and a ſelf- — 
ſufficiency, to ſeek the good he defireth within himſelf. and to de- es 14.2 
rive from N the frength whereby he would repel any evil fel: 803, do 
whici he fearetb. Hereby Satan prevailed to draw Man from 90 
God at firſt 4 for ſince next unto God, every reaſonable crea- 
ted Feeing is neareſt unto its (elf, we cannot conceive how it 
ſhwld turn from God, and not in the next ſtep turn unto it 
ſell, and by conſequence, whatſoever it was in a regular depen- 
dance to have derived from God, being fallen from him, ie doth 
by an irregular dependance ſeek ſrom it telf. It is naturaſfor 
2 finful Creature, who ſeeketh only baue and makerh * 

e 


ehe latend to ſack only unto bimſeff, and make himſelf the 

No- . that end: Yea, ſo deſperate is the 
_— wy | . an, 15 ee 2 
bis imnpotency, an ven off from ſelſedependance; yet 
— 8 3 a borſes of his omn to ride on, yer till he will be- 


| bi ocreatures like himſelf: I Ephraim ſee his 
fickneſs, and Judah his wound, Ephraim will to the Aſſyrian, and 
King Jareb for belp. Lea uhen he hath nothing in the world to 
turn to, but he ig neceſſitated to implore help from God, he 
will invent wayes of his own to do it, If Horſes fail, and Aſbur 
fail, and-Iſrae/ muſt-gee to God whether he will or no, it (hall 
not be to Gad that made him, but to a God of bis own making. 
Once more, conlider, you never repeat for or from any lin, un- 
5 leſs. you repent for and from this fin, True Repentance and 
£14 3- Converſion takes off che heart from all carne! Confidence; either 
in Dameſticalpreparations,ofqurown, Ve will nat ride upon Her- 
ſes; or in Foreign aid from any Confederates, Afpur ſhell not 
ſave: Or in any ſuperfitiows and corrupt worſyp , which ſends 
us to God the wrong way, Ve will net ſay any more to thework of 
| our. bands, ye ere our gods. 
. 4. Vain Confidence. . Vain, not only in regard af the object, 
4 1 Ene exutting in ſomew hat beſide: God but, vain, in reſpect of its 
Sh Ix form, - ſeeing, choygh it hath (in ſome ſenſe) God for its object, 
pyoet it wants the eſſential properties of right truſting in God | 
oh 8.14, mean, the trufi of the Hypocrite, which in Jab is compared to 
I the Spiders web. it's Mr. Caril's note upon the words, That an 
Hypocrite bath a tru like bimſelf : He hath grace proper to his. 
ſtate ; falſe grace for:his falſe heart. And hath not your truſting 
in God been ſuch as belongeth only to Hypocrites ? Is yet j our 
truſting in God.fixed and reſolved ? Is there yet any ſtrength 
in it 2: Truſt, (faith the lame excellent Expoſitor) wliere ĩt is 
true, hath double effect, the want of which, diſcovers the 
ſol ſeneſi of it in the Hypocrite: It confirvs and ſiremtbens the 
heart againſt all oppaſit in: And it encourageth the heart againſt 
all dangers... Dot not our truſt fail in boththeſe? Are not we 
Rill for going on boldly, till we meet with oppoſition, and dan- 
gers threaten us? Will our truſt, though curiouſly wrought, 
bear any farce of battery, or ſtreſs of weather, any more than a 
p Are not we ftill guilty of not eruſting in God at 
ei, and for all things} As true Obedience reſpects all the 
Command - 


Contmandements , ſo true Truft reſpects all the Diſdenſations of 


God. A true believer (dich one) depends as much in Rae Job — 
Je truſts © , 


tion upon God for a piece of bread , asfor Heaven: | 
God in the leaſt, as well as in the greateſt matters. But though 
we pretend to truſt in God for pardon and glory; yet do not 
we think it needleſs to truſt in him for food and rayment 5 
either ſuppoling that we can help our ſelves, or ſuſpecting that 
God will not ſtoop ſo low, as to help us? When we have a 
at buſimeſs ro fer about, we ftirr up our ſelves to truſt in 
God : andfo we ought ; but the [piritualneſs oſtruſt is leen, in 
depending on God, for managing the leaft bulineſs, perform. 


ing the leaſt duty, reſiſting the leaſt corruption, and bearing 


the leaſt burden. As it is the ſame love of God, that ſaveth us 
eternally, and preſerveth us temporally : fo it is the ſame power of 
God, that doth great and ſmell things for us, Can we yet truſt 
in God in all weathers ? Some only truſt in God in fair weather, 
when they are fall, they can truſt in God for bread; and when 
they are ſafe, they can truſt in God for protetiion : And others 
only truſt in him in fox! weather; their truſting in God is not 
of choice, but forced, and of neceſſity; they never truſt in him, 
but when they have nothing elſe to help them. Are we yet able 
make me alive, I will truſt in him? It is a glorious tryal of 
ce truſt (faith the ſame Worthy) to ſey, Should God make me 
c not worth a groat, yet I will cruſt him; but it is a greater 
ic glory ofthis truſt, to ſay, Though God make me worth thous 
c lands, yet I will truſt in him : When we (to ſenſe) have the 
cc ſeaſt need of Gods help, then to truſt in him, and 
© on him, ſhews, that we are moſt ſenfible that we need his 
te helpz for by this, we in one act, give teſtimony to the All- 
cc ſufficĩency of God, and to the emptineſs of the creature: oy 
te this we make God all, and the creature nothing at all. Fait 
ic gives a more ſpiritual diſcovery of itſelf, when it convincerh 
« us, that we are poor, in the midft of our abundance, without 
&« God; then when it convinceth us, that we have abundance 
ce jn God, though we are poor. Verily, totruſt in God in all 
eſtates and turns, is proper to godlineſs. Our truſting in cres- 
tures ſo wuch, dorh alſo evidence, that we do but ſeem to truſt 
in God, and that in deed and in truth, we do not truft in him 
at all: He that trufts not in God alone, doth not truſt in him 
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Chap. V. The Miſcarriages oppoſite to Aſſurance, 
N . the reflex 48 of Faith. . 


* Againſt want 1. D Egardleſneſs of getting Aſſurance : - which is called by 

ur ance. ſome Diviges, Senſus Fidei, the feeling, or perceiving 
Y of Faith : by others, Flas Fidei, the very luſtre, and 
eminency. of Faith. When God. requires.all the Acts of Faith, 
; he doth not only. require, that we. know: him, and believe him; 
A and;conſert to have him, and relye upon him 5 butt he requires, 
bk. that we kyow;that we do ſo, It is true, Aſſurance is not ſuch a 
| duty, as concerns all men, at all times, and immediately ; it con- 
cerns only ſome, and thole in an order, and mediately . Though 
therefore ĩt is not the fin of Vibelievers, not to know that God 
is their God, for that cannot be. kaown; by them; ſuch ane not 

ound immediately to be, pecſwaded of an intereſt in God, 
unlels we will ſay, that they are bound to be perſwaded of a 
lye; . God being the God of Believers only; yet it i che un f 
. Believers, to let their intereſt in God to hang hovering, and in 
Hic km ans diſpure; It muſt be conſeſs d, that Gods not evidencing the deli 
cc — APs. Faith unto Believers, # not their ſin for God may rehife 
icies ſcaling to evidence them, out of Soveraignty, or for the meer tryal and 
lp delievers. exerciſe of grace, and not for the Believers fins; but yer, for 4 
Page 76,77. Believer tobe regardleſs of getting Aſſurance, is his fin; yea, if God 
refule, for any long time, to evidence the dire Acts of Faith, 
he may thank ſome fin or other. He that bids us, Iork out 
your ſal nation, and make your calling and cledion ſure, would not 


o 


* 


4 


r, , WES 


2 © or 


of regurdleſueſr to get aſſhrance. 
{6 let us be at uncertainties concerning our ſelves, did not we 
fleighe ſome Ordinance, or omit ſome Duty , or give way to 
ſome Luſt. And is not this your iin ({ti}] }-Do not you ftill want 
that feeling or perceiving of Faith, ' which is not meerly hu- 
mane, and ſubje& to falſhood and delufions, but from Gods 
Spirit, perſwading the Soul, that it doth know, believe, con- 
ſent to, and cruſt in God, and theretore inſallible; for the Spi- - 
ritcan no more inwardly perſwade a foul of, then he can exter- 

nally bear witnels to, auy thing that is falſe ? It is a good rule, 

laid down by a late worthy in our lirael, That in all the Ad of , ke. 
Faith, whether they be dired, or refled, the firmneſs and certainty bn. — 


doth more depend upon Gods ſpirit, confirming us, then upon the Part 1. fol. 20, 


clearneſs of the Arguments. But which of us can ſay, that we 
know infallibly we are believers from Gods ſpirit perſwading 
us of tne truth of our faith ? It is true, no Man hath ſuch per- 
ſe&ion of degrees of aſſurance in an ordinary way, as that one Poelittle in 
degree more cannot be added to the ſormer: and yet (as one Morning Ex- 
well rea ſoneth) there is not any repugnancy in aſſerting an in- 
fallible aſſirance, and denying a perfect aſſurance; for I infallibly 
know that there is a God, and that this God is good and juſt, 
and yet l have not a perfect knowledge of a Deity, or of his 
goodne(s and juſtice; for in this life we know but in part. Is 
not your want of aſlurance that God is your God evidenced till 
in your © Not being yet above the tormeating fear of death: 
© not yet deſpiſing che periſhing vanities of this World: not | 
ct yet {lighting the cenſures of the ungodly : remaining ill ZicQnen ur - 
te without an holy boldneſs in prayer: not yet taking comfort — On | 
Ein Word and Sacraments : not yet abounding in praiſe and g 
ce thanksgiving: not yet kindly mourning for your fins, nor 

e watching againſt them: and not yet diſregarding cavils - 

« gainſt the Truth 2 Is not God contending with you upon 

this account? God hath often called upon you in che Miniſtry 

of the Word, to give all diligence to make (ure that you are 

believers, and that God is your God upon your faich in him; 

but though God hath ſpoken in ycur proſperity, you have not beard; Jer. 22: 21. 
And is not he uling his Rod to make way tor his Word to enter | 

into your hearts? Is not he depriving you of all your outward 

delights, Cauſing all your deſirable things to periſh at his rebuke, 

that they may not hinder you any longer from making ſure, 

what cannot be taken away from you, that your hearts may . 

3 £ 


21. 


gate, ſerm. 12. 
P. 306, 307. 


erciſe at Criple 


pore 


of careleſueſs to preſerve Aſurznce. 


be taken up any longer with other enjoyments, and thereupon 


want either time or will to purſue the one thing neceſſary ? Are 


not the Childs Babies talen away to make it learn its Leflon 2 
Hath not God made a Thorn to grow up with every Flower; the 
Star Wormwood to fall into every eftate you are in,that you may 
yer at length ſay, it is not good to be ſo buſie to ſecure theſe 
' bitter-ſweets, and careleſs of ſecuring an intereſt in the unmixed 
chief good? Is not God bringing you into life-threatning 
dangers, that you might not only hear with che hearing of the 
ear, but ſee with your eyes the neceflity of having your inter- 
eſt in God cleared up unto — ſouls A 
wg 2 Careleſnel(s of preſerving aſſurance, when gotten. It was your 
"oF * r duty to — 240 Ne keep, as to gain, aſſurance. When you 
” "Aſſurance, had gained affurance, you ſhould have remembred that you 
Non min eft cook God to be your God, to rule you, and make you happy in 
urtus, quem the enjoyment of himſelf, not to make you rich and great in 


 . $re1%Þ419 this World, and that therefore Gods people being in the hands 


3K 12M of the Midianites, will not evidence that the Lord is not with 
"Judg.6.13, them, though Gideon ſay, If the Lord be with us, why then is all 
”. * Hickman, &c. this befallen us ? You ſhould have remembred that ſincere, not 


- - P-183. to 193. perfect, faith in God, intereſts ſouls in him, and that therefore 


* 12 frailties and infirmities do not diſſolve the union: you ſhould 
Pſal.8;.g. have been very thankfull for the firſt fruits of the Heavenly Ca. 


3 Eccl. 5, 4, 5,6. naan: you ſhould have been very careful not to return unto folly: 


you ſhould net have deferd to pay your vows unto God: yea you 
ſhould have brought forth ſuch fruit after aſſurance, as you ei- 
ther did not, or could not, before aſſurance. But have not you 
been careleſs of dilcharging your duty herein? Have not you 
forgotten the termes of the Covenant you have entred into 
with God ? Have not you been unthankfu] even for an Heaven 
upon Earth? Have not you been guiley of wilful Relapſes? 
Have not you refuſed or delayed to pay your vows ? Have not 
. done as little for God, as you might have done, had the 

ight of his countenance been never liſted up upon your ſouls ? 
And is not God therefore angry with you? Is not he greatly 
diſpleaſed wich you? That is his meaning, when he ſaith, be 
hath ns pleaſure in ſuch fools, Hath not he taken away what you 
bad? Rath not he deprived you not only of many viſible to- 


kens of his preſence, but of the ſpiritual light of his counte- 
nance, 


Mat. 13. 12. 


and were not reſtleſs for his return ? Is it not the defign of God 


Of remiſneſs in recovering Aſſurance. 
nance, that you may more value, and be more chary of, aſſu- 
rance, if ever you enjoy it again ? And what! (hall God loſe 
his end? O ! Ifever God vouchſaſe you any more of the hid» 
den Manna, take heed of waſting and ccumbling it away: take yyhice None: - 
heed of loſing the white flone auy more: Ol] maintain the Owe page 152. 
of gladneſs iu the Cruſe : Be not any more willing to part with 


as" 


- thy ſweetneſs, thy fatneſs, and pleaſantneſs: Be never more wil- 


ling to be left to the courteſie of a Wave: O! never more be 
weary.of the Sun-ſbine : take heed of being once more cloyed 
with the cluſters of Canaan, and of nauſeating the Honey comb. 

3. Remiſneſs in recovering Aſſurance, when loſt. Hath not this ; F 
been your miſcarriage? and is not God therefore contending 2822 
with you ? Hath not God deprived you of ſealing- Ordinances; — 405 ” 
becauſe you had before driven him from his own Ordinances, ,axce, 
in taking away from you ſealing- Ordinances to make you yet 
ſenfible of the loſs of the ſealing-ſpirit, and that you may give 
him no reſt till he hath returned you both, that the Winter 


may be paſt, and the time of ſinging may return? Is it nothing 


to you to be under a ſpiritual Famine ? Can you now live with- 
out the hidden Manna? Are you ſtill willing to continue un- 
der ſuch a diſmal Cloud, yea to ſer in it? 

O that none of the three foregoing miſcarriages may be 

ur fins any more / 

Firſt, Take heed therefore of thinking any more eitber that aſ- 
ſurance is not attainable at all, or that it is net tenable, when at- 
tained; or that it is not recoverable, when loft. Apprehenſions of 17 
impoſſibility in either will kill all endeavours, yea deſires after —— "Rs 
it, becauſe they will kill hope. Though the will ſometimes, de- 1001+ - 
ing inordinate, may be tickled with a deſire of impoſlibilities, 
under an implicit condition, yet no hope, whether regular, or 
corrupt, can reſpe& its object under that apprehenſion. It 
worketh two paſlions moſt repugnant to this Hatred and De- 
ſpair; the one being a proud oppoſition, the other a dreadfull 
flight from that good, in which the Mind perceiveth an im- 
poſſibility of attaining it. Treaſure up therefore che promiſes 
that God hath made, that Believers ſhall have, keep, recover al- Ezek. 345 30; 
ſurance; not only that they ſhall know that God is their Gad, but Hol. 2. 19. 23. 
they ſhall walk in his Light, and if at any time through theic own 
default they loſe the Light of his countenance, that upon their 


| Repen» - 


Culverwell's - | 


Help ag aint miſcarriages about Aſſurance; _- 
Repentance he will heal their back-ſlidings, and lobe them freely,” 
monifelt himielt as graciouſly as ever. Piomites tlie, are of 
things, as future. they are undertaking of good things, which 
halli come to pais : Now every future thing is a poſitb/e thing. 

Secundly, : Take beed of ſlighting any mote the want of Afu- 
rance. Ulucertainly, as to the truth ot faich, and as to intereſt 
in God, is no light evil, ic is even an infupportable burden, e- 
ſpecially to thoſe that have experienced what an Heaven upon 

arth there is in Aſſurance. Though one may be a Bie ver, 
and not know that he is a Believer : and though Aﬀirrance aer 
it is gained may be loſt ; yer verily you have ca'ile to queſtion 
whether your Faith in God be true, and whether ever you 
were Aſſured, if you can carry the want, or lols of Aſſurance, 
as if it were no burden, and do not follow after the gaining or 
recyvering of Aſſurance with unite: able highs: and groans, 
Thon hid i thy faith (ſaith David) and I was troubled. It was ig» 
deed his daily ſortow of heart, yea it was as death unto him, It 
is true, ſome run into the other extrezm : they are too much 
troubled for not gaining, or loſing Aſſurance, looking on their 
caſe as deſperate, and themſelves as guilty of che unpardonable 
fin, in diving God away from them; bur do you take heed 
of both extreamꝭ,H not only leſt you ſhould be troubled too mach, 
but left you ſhould be troubled too little, | 

Thirdly, Take beed (not only left your complaints, but) left 
your reque is for the procuring, or preſerving. or recovering of Aſſu» 
rance be heartleſs, Are you in fears whether you be believers, 
whether God be your God, eſpecially in ſuch days as thele ? 
you ſhould be (as David wa; all prayer: you ſhould even envy 
your ſelves the time you are forced to ſpend in eating and 
di inking, and fleeping. Never expect to ger Aſſurance at firſt 
without ſuch pantings, as the chaſed Hart hath after the water- 
e without eat neſt entreaties, and longings of Soul. Are 
you for the preſent under the light of Gods countenance ? De- 
precate heartily an Eclipſe. Have you loſt your aſſurance? 
Deſire earneſtly from God new ftamps and impreſlions: tell 
him, though you have ſoſt the Print, yet he hath nor loft the 

FS Seal ; give him no reſt, till he give your foul*- reſt. Read but 
 Pf4.30.67,8; the Palms of David, penned by him, when he win deſercion, 

J. you') think that he breathed out his Soul with his Petitions. Ho 

., 2,9, earneſt alſo was Herman? yea Jeſus Chriſt's Agony made him 
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Fowrhtly, Tale heed of contenting your fk oe ou | 
heartleſs, but) with fewitleſs complaints, we (ts! th a famous NY 2 | 
Author) are of a whining temper, Sp5ae Gl the cars of all their 
fawiliars with ſad relations qt theit mouruful caſe; but there ſe L 
is little Se bor God nor ee ; the ſoul humblech c Ty. 
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duilas without, or hath loft,” He compares them 


who {yeth. grieving himſelf, but no way 
help. himfelf; and to char, cronching u 
To ſpend time(faichnnother}inwhining co 


eunſie ind more pleafing to thoſe who'have þ1 
but to ſtir up ſtrength, and be doing, is more 
to God, 1 would e have de 
den for crying out ind roaring ? 
whoſe wounds ſtink , and are rut, w 
| rug But they muſt not ſpend all their Lime 1 ior 
get the —.— bones ſet, and make uſe of them; 55 ps 
recover ſtrength and rejoyee 
Fiſchly, Take beed of neglefling any longer ary one ea of 3 
Gods appointment, eit her for the getting, or keeping, or recopering of 
Aſſnrance. . Ihe negle& of any one (as one well obſerves) may a 
provoke God to re jet your aneadances on him in the 5 : page A * 
'tis alſo undertain in hich God will manifeſt himlelf,,; i 
vidence to you the truth of your Faith in fim. Som : 
he doth ir in prayer: ſometime: in the.readihgor mms, the 
* Ward of God: ſometimes in religious holy conference :-lometimes 
00 2 Sacravtent of the Lord Lanker! 9 7 8 pag 
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1 e, ama calling, chac your faith in 
Wer thy to. Aſſuranee both requires and 
is che durkneſs, deceirfulneſs, and 

5 bft : Cach is the malice, policy, and dligence 
2 of ſo much conſequence is this buſineſs, 
1 is 1 oY: to 2 deceived hece in, that all diligence is 
ory alſo is this aſſurance, t hat nb labour 
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5 7 85 nr; 2 do believe it. O! the rather now. . 


diligence co put your faith in God out of doubt, be- 
2 Sa x Day of great trouble is approaching, yea already be- 
n. What have you befides tais co oppole to all your trou- 
les here'? When it comes to reſiſting to blood, and giving u 
> bom. 51 ou fadge with ſuch work; while your (pirirs are dubi- 
Vie wp 2 * oudy in this point?O my friends! Believe | it, cis nothing 
ws that can make a Saint tryumph & glory in abaſures & 
lad ww, Ape Tk le do you iinagine how inſupportable trou- 
irit is low and dubious in point of interell. 
1 — e heed of being lazie, or ay ber way Mi 
Femin Aſſurance confifts in a reflex Act, 
it is gotten, maintained, and recovered. - 
Tome never had Aſſurance, why others 
Francezand why others do not recover aſſurance; 
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reflefing \ . „& courſe of how hearts & lives: they do 
not oſten enough rightly be throughſy compare themſelves with 
the lure merke of true Pick in God, laid doun in the Word of ; 
God+ Many will cake ſorge lictle pains to finde our the marks 
of true ſaich in God, and ſome little time they will ſpend in 
| | aring their hearts with thoſe marks, but they will not con- 
IF time diligent in this — duty of ſelſ - examination, till the 

5 mutter be brought to lome iſſue; they will not behold their fa- 


tioſ or Idea of themſelves, but go away, and preſently forget 
anner · of perſons chey were. Hut let it not beſo with 
you gay more, Do you make ic your buſin ef to go through 
- with this work, and therefore take beed of being Mjiahen gs to 
52 faith in God, and what aſſurance of faith, Ii. Neither make 
jd nor fewer eſſentials ot faith in God; neither more, nor 
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ces in the Glaſs Jong enough to begerin themſelyes a true no- 
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£0 intereſt in God, than God hath made. Ex- 
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are not often enough, nor diligent enough in , ³ 
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Cho ain". * * 5 2 * . „ — 
Her againſt miſc rriages about Aſſurance. 
ſer ved, or recovered by ſome vocal, or as it were vocal, teſtimo- 
n of the ſpitic.; or as ſoon as you be aſſured to be'vaid-of all 3 
ſeurs, and filled with all joy in believing, Fer not about hi, 
1 work unſeaſonably, but when you finde Foe hearts in the mot 
= > ſerious and quiet frame. He. that will ſee his Face in a Glad, 
muſt be fixed, and not in motion. Be {il}, and ſo conmune with „ 8 
por 07 hearts! When you are full of dark and black tempta · v 9 
tions, ) ou aſe in a miſt, and not able to ſee things right. The "= 
mwuddied Water is nor fit to give the true ſhape of the Face. Ly 
** - Hearken not to What carnal reaſon, and Satan ſay for ur againſt your b- 
intereſſ in God. Before faith in God, carnal reaſon and Satan uſe 
Þ_ -, their utmwolt ſtrength to perſwade Souls of the goodneſs of their child of big 
=. condition without Faith, thereby to prevent the entrance of Cc. page 
© Faith, and their ſeeking after it at all, as not needfiill to inter- 29, 28. 
> "et chem in God: Alter faith in God is wrought,” and ertct etc 
upon the ruines of all Satant ſtrong hold<.and the Souls carnal Hie. fee” 
© reaſonings, Saten and carhal reaſon, in revenge of fuch an o- Pe 127,088 
vers chrom, muſter up new Forces to perſwade the Believer by - 4 
KF atlthe Vu yon Age 4 * raiſe, that eb nee 7, 2 
tight, that its faich is not ſaving. Take born er a | 
ue, and finful jealbuſie, and prejudice upon either account, w = 
+ fat about this work. As felt-love and (elf-flattery. bribreth and © 
* ſetteth carnal reaſon to plead for the intereſt of Unbelievers in 53 
Sod; fo when once faith is wrought, ſinſull jealouſie doth edge 
And ſharpen the wit of carnal reaſon, to argue and rangle 2- > 
© -.gainſt the work oſ Faith; and all ſuch Obje&ions as carnal © 3 
reaſon doth finde out age inſt it, are pleaſing to this corrupt * 
principlez when you try your ſelves, you will but deceive your Burgers? 
ſel ves, if you do not caſt out theſe two curfed corrupt Princi- vinzꝭ: par 
belles out of your fouls : if your hearts be prepoſſeſt with either, Nate 57» 3% 
| our judgments will be blinded, and become partial in pafling . --# 
fſentence upon your eſtate. Take beed of trying your ſelves by fal ES 
moers of faub in God, of weighing with falſe weights. Hereby 3 
you may wiſcarry both on the right hond, and onthe left: on 
che right hand, if you ery your lelves by marks of perfe&faith 
n Goo: on the left hand, if you ery your (elves by ſuch things 
as are not indeed Ser ipture- ma 8 faith in God far as 
God. is the Principlum eſſendi, the beginning or cauſe of the bo- 
ing of any grace; ſo Gods Word is che Frincipium cogneſcendt, "ib 
the Principle by which we know what is true grace, I cannioe . 
G 2 © BJ | 
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e Joe merz est e wall eber you 
5, 4 0 , bai $ 46/303 15$8. 285, 
— — oh N 7 
"Believer bach by propriety aud ad in Poſſeſſ» E fra me 
wong Proſeſſbr og " 
ee ee as knywing as bal! as: a 
9 | er 5 he never doubted of his ſuteteſt in . 
* 5 dand merry then he ö thereupon; Harh not this been +: 


nat God therefore-contending With you? Becauſe we — 4 
err be on the Sands, is not God razing all our ſandy Fourglations? , "= 
e been catelet of trying our ſelves, i not God trying t a8 P ſal. 56, 10. 
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Fer wed: May not we even ſay, Grd and pH ht ite Lora that og —_— = 
4 146 - ach ene V hit way: tharby the Thunder capi of hit Righteous Jud 8 
& ith 1 - reſolved to awakew as out of thoſe fooliſh dreams, in hin it 
| we were undone for ever? Othat we may te dreamers no los- 
ELL. TJ 'O, = heed of preſuming once more that God is your God, either 
> 4 6-4 3 5 o he did the Deviſs. Gods making vou, puts you in- 
| ' ee relation of creatures unto God, and God of 4 Crea tour —— 1 — 
33 of acchief-good 2 Lord, He is your Creatur, whe er pen 
aw, oc no, burſohe your God. Or ber auſe u 3 Pſa. 17. 14-12 
Was not in trouble en ND arether men. The more you have of hb. 
_ - this life, the more cauſe you have to fear that Gid is not \your portion. 
| L e. Chriſt hath died f you to purchaſe an intereſt in God: So he hack, if 
SEAL. will conſent to have him for your chief.good and Sorcreign Lord 
12 iſe not. O how great will your conſufion be, when your Gold: ſhell | 
Droſs; your Wine to be veel vont Gfaces to be Cerruti; And 
1 Nenn appear no better 0 e mid Atbenian, who Hheug lt All 1 . 
cl on the Sea were his. al heed of ſuch a confidence of an in- ; of 1 1 
an in God, as hath ignorance — ſel love for it 10 ocreant cauſes : as-is 128» 14 1 
_ Froonged on a meer natutal light, or ſome falſe reaſonings:asis wrought, 0 
vichout any ſcrious & deep humiliation ſor being without God pr Sem. 4 0 
97 ul eaſily without any oppoſicion: ag leaves the ſoul idle ig tee 
N of God, without love to, aud encouragement is God : as woe at- in 
c *tended with af holy fear and humility: and as is not deſtroyed:b wo Bo 5 | 
bur eroſſes. Such a confidence is # pfeſumptuous conſidenee and aſſa- of 
- mance. Even hypocrites may have ſome experimental knowledge, and yer Serm en 33. 
not aſſurance of Frith: they may know that they are enlighened, and have F 
other common gifts of the Holy-Ghoſt : that ſin is imbirtered ro cheir ſouls: 
they do aſſent to ſeripture Truths: that they have ſome deſires aer 
' 1 they do at ſomerimes an in ſatne things eruſi ia God: - = 
| 82 want @aving — therefore cannot know they have t. O. * x 2 
chieviſhly flh ering the Kings Coin © Warrant:Cherift F 
. Jews, that they — of their 22 the Devil, tough of his —.— John 8, 54 * 
they aid, be is our God : they made their boaſts and brags, PEI 
+ God; but God end Chr bel them. 
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(9? - 
8 1 R 


«SUB 37 Ther 


e Shevonfe ſen of Faith. 


ü A 0 hofes the er he. 
e area in any — des 


* 8 the rimes) gives a 2 this Nueili 
go ; —5 0 2 dre oof 


7 When „and 225 At 1 
: prejudiced. - (3. * w Chriſt cannot e 
2 it, or attained by ur ; But the gluy of God will be viſibly, I 
bindred2 the Gſpe harmed: % nt 4 
future you mw 5 pull ſufferings upon your ſelyts q 
There is Cas an eminent Confeſſor welle 


ſafferin; for eur Rig neſs through our f 
not your ſelves uf. trouble when 2 not, by unwary and ihe” — 
engage 500 "ordering your els es in the duties that ciel r * uo” 
vn to. he clear eſpecially in thoſe things, Which m os 
5 <2 * — 2 the Pillar of Fi e,and the c bud going beſore yen. %% g 
9 —— any juſt occaſion to othets to per ſęcute you, not onely i NY 
n rear 4 rempration is uncertain, but alto leſt you bel 
that ethers by ſhedding your bleed become greater fingers 3 
therwiſe they would be. | 
2+ Unpreparedneſs ceny to acknowledge faith in God, when ever he cally” 
es to give a reaſon both oſ the faith that is before you, and &f x 
2 — . — * within you: of che grace; as well as of rhe #bje# of fa 11 +4 
1 fer 3.13. acquaintance with God, believing of God, conſentiog to have * CY 


your of God and celying upon him. Though you are not bopad (a | 
dCaſuſt) to render an accountelwayes, yet yeu ate bound & ; 
ny 


4 e e ee o there is a ſuffer ing for our R1ghteouſneſe 7. ir 
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þ “. N e at leaſt with an habitual readineſs ; though rhe wine. in 


required at all times, yet the inward habitude is. But alas / have ng . 
you becn ſtrangers to an habitual inclination and diſpoſition to this d 85 * 
Have not you been without thoſe principles of ſe/ 's emal and I ve to G 
that Spirit of faith, pat ience, and prayer, that make ſouls ready for fuch : 
work. O that this may be vort n no longer / l not this one reaſon :of 5 
the preſent Diipenſarions of Providence towards you, to ſtir you up by the 
Rod,” that would not be ſtirred ap by the Word to get to be ready, nt only ty © 
be bound, but to die for Chrift at Jeruſdem ! The Apotile doth not ſay, 1 will - 


2575 backs when our Saviour ſaith anio us, Toke up thy Cres ; 


Age err; aFnally e make an chen acknowledgment of rah 
wil be moſt magnifud, the Goſpel beſt maintained, and th z © 


foulobeſt-miniftred tv.  Harh, nogtius been the fin of ſome of yg 

| 77 8 lade. _ not 1 e that — — which you have. been c 
it eb 1 td another time? and hve ® 
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lee: at ec hee — * 
ey were under wort toi Memes 
Ai , ' J n hats Co 
bus God In £ ty caſt him 0 
Ser dete withdrew f om him, as if he meant dercn 
_ him mot inſomueh, that he faith, I am caft out of thy preſence. O —— 
© berein) ou would ſin he more / when ever God calls you thereto, do not Jona. 
. Ezfer to 7 exhibit an open oral coafeſſion of your Faith in any: no, not a mo-  $ 
ent longers when n n not defer, 7 9 — | 
e 2 of your Fait ork was 7 8 vp un ow whey: 
0 ieh in or in a paſſive — 3 Hunt to ſyffer, or by 1 2 
5.65 the ſorementio ends will 8 promoted. 0 . eg. KG, 3 
yo! jencet tell you, that if you had been more publick in aur 
13 in an attive-way,you had ſuffercd leſs, nat only ſrom God, 
Take hee d of ſufe;ing any more upon this 0 
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wnietimes gone about to — a vailof dcs — the rye beds, IP 
Wunder 2 uch. decenful ones are under tribute + mo Tee No Prov. 13. 24s. 3 
1 dealings are dealt treacheroaſly with, e 8 15 33. Li 
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65 * 71 "4 Tait h. 
& denycd-3 on ig 1 9 4% 0! rake gem 
God ofice ace, leſt Jeſus Chriſt deny you in Heaven. 
ts gona your Faich jo God, either inwa'dly, of outwe! dly, Boo —f — 
& Foray whecher explicitly, or implici ly. Even cancealed & ſm . thered much 
raths will one time or other 3 Conſcie nee in a Flame, | 
Mal 1 1 will g make niention of fe in Jer. 20. 9. 
That ſolloweth? Then bis wiyg was tn Ire 4 rnit Pres Jhu 
bes, and lw weary with farbearing, Let bim not ſpare ( Hich 35 V. Caril oa 
* 7 hays not concealed the wards of the Holy One: 4. 4. III had bid his word Job 6. 10. 
om men, God might joſily bide his merci.s from me; or if I had concealed 
- hiswor ds from others, God might now juſtiy reveal his wrath againſt me. ; 
& Making ſþ b rac K of Fab. Hath not this alſo been your, ? Hare Againſt making . 
you r enounced the conſeſſian Which yoo once made And LN | 
a err from yÞ0, not anly ſor your departyres from y 
r,Jepartures om Your profeſſion thereof? ©? ev... 
d repent, and do your firſt works, What fk Rev. 12 _ 
855 of eur. Faith wbt waverings Au 
om whom, in whom (eb mighty Ze 
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